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TAYLOR'S 



FEOM BRISTOL TO CHEPSTOW. 



There are two modes of trayelling to Chepstow from Bnstol— one 
by water, the other by land. The most pleasant and agreeable is 
to go by the 3Dron Steamer " "Wye** which starts every day (except 
Sunday) from the Hot- well's. The distance of about twenty and a 
half miles, is usually run, in from two hours, to two hours ana a half. 

On leaving the Hot-well's, on your right, above which appears 
the picturesque suburb of Chifton ; you pass St. Vincent's Kocks. 
surmounted by Wesf s Observatory, and on which, also is erectea 
one of the Hers of an intended Suspension Bridge, across the 
Avon. From the delay in its completion, and the fact of all the 
Lfon purchased for it, having been recently re-sold, it is doubtfrd, 
if the project will be now proceeded with. It is worthy of mention, 
that Mr. William Vick, in 1754, left £ 1000, towards the erection 
of a bridge, at this place. Had this money been allowed to remain 
out at 5 per cent Compound Interest, from that time to the present, 
there would have been created a fund of £ 131,600, being more 
than ample to complete the undertaking. 

The varied coloured strata of these rocks is beautifally tinted, 
and here and there adorned with shrubs and lichens ; their immense 
elevation may be calculated from the diminished size of the quarry- 
men, who may happen to be engaged near the summit. The rocks 
are celebrated for producing a crystallized quartz, called Bristol 
Diamonds, some of which, when formed into trinkets, are veiy 
beautiftil, resembling the j^ethyst, the Topaz, and a rare specimeiL 

. now and then, the Buby. _ 

,.__ • ^^^ 
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10 BBIBTOL SO 0BBP8I0W BT IfATEE. 

, iboat a mile down the Aron, on the top of the rockB, and in the 
* midst of a wood, is a bulding, which resembles the top of a chnich ; 
I it was bnilt in 1608, by a person of the name of Cook, and is oalled 
<< Cook's Folly," no doubt from the public being unable to under- 
stand the reason of its erection, and so the following romantio tale 
19 recorded of him :^- 

** Some years since a gentleman, of the name of Cook, ereoted 
this tower. A son having been bom, he was desirous of ascertain- 
ing, by means of astrology, if he would live to enjoy his property. 
Being himself a firm beUever, like the poet Dryden, that certain 
information might be obtained from the aboye science, he caosed 
the child's horoscope to be draw", and found, to his dismay, that in 
his third, siztecntl^ or twenty-f rst year, he would be in danger of 
meeting with some fearful calamity or sudden death, to avert which 
he caused the turret to be constructed, and the child placed therein. 
Secured, as he vainly thought, there he lived, attended by a faithful 
servant, their food and friel being conveyed to them by means of a 
pulley-basket, until he was old enough to wait upon himsell On 
the eve of his twenty-first year, his parent's hopes rose hl^h, and 
ereat were the rejoicings prepared to welcome the young heir to .his 
home. But, alas ! no human skill could avert the dark fate which . 
clung to him. The last night he had to pass alone in the turret, ^ 
a bundle of faggots was conveyed to him as usual, in which lay 
concealed a viper, which clung to his hand. The bite was fatal ; 
and, instead of being borne in triumph, the dead body of his only 
son was the sad spectacle which met the sight of his father." 

The commanding heights of King's Weston, with an elegant 
seat and plantations, appear also on the right : and on a woody 
eminence on the same side is a large tower, commanding extensive 
landscapes, called Blaize Castle. You now arrive at the village of 
Pill, on your left (five miles), which is principally inhabited hj 
pilot's; and on your right is Lamplighters' Tavern, from whence is 
a road to Shirohampton. After passing the fort, which commands 
the mouth of the Avon, you reach King-road Tseven miles), where 
the ships which are bound to or from Bristol lie at anchor. On 
your left is the Bristol Channd. On your right, shaping a N. IB. 
course, you enter the Severn. 

On the left is a small island called the Denny, and on the sme 
side some charming views of the Monmouthshire coast- 
To where the broken landscape, by degrees 
Ascending, roughens into rigid hills ; 
O'er whicn the Cambrian mountains, like far donds 
That skirt the blue horizon, dusl^ rise. — ^Teoxpsok. 

At a distance, in the W, N. W., you have a view of the Macbeft 
SOU, and Twyn Barllwm, beyond If ewport. The latter is dis- 
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BRISTOL TO CHBPSTOW BY LAND. XI 

tinguishable by its saddle-iike appearance, rising on the S. S. W, 
extremity of the Mynydd Maen. In the N. W. the ridge of Went- 
wood and the lofty Pencaemaur (about eight miles) are seen rising 
gradually from the shore, until they close the horizon, with the 
Mynydd Derfel and Mynvdd Llwyd as buttresses. Northwaii, you 
perceive the eminences ox Earlswood, Chepstow Park, and Wind- 
cliff; and on the N. N. B. the high ffrounds of Tidenham Chase. 
These show the bold and distinctive character of Welsh mountain 
scenery. 

On the brink of the cliff just below the new Passage House is 
the small Gothic riiin of Southbrook Chapel. Passing up the Sev- 
ern estuary, you approach the New Passage (fifteen miles) ; and a 
little higher up the islet of Charstone, there are some pretty views 
on the right of the ridge called EnoU — ^before you, of Aust Cliff 
above the Old Passage, and on the left, of Matheme Church tower| 

After sailing by Eedcliff, on the left, you^ soon reach the mouth 
of the Wye (eighteen miles) ; on its right point is the ruin of St. 
Tecwjn's Chupel. In an Inquisition at iwewent, 1 Henry IV., 
mention is maae of " The Free Chappell in Saverne, in Tidenham 
Lordship, val. £ 10.* Fodbroke says — "There is reason to think 
that this chapel marks the spot from whence the pilgrims embarked 
for the Holy Iiand." The contrary is more likely : that is — Cad- 
van, attended by Tecwyn and thirteen other religious persons, landed 
here in the sixth century from Armorica, to renovate the Christian 
faith in this island. They had all churches in various parts of 
Wales, and this was Tecwyn' s. It has been called St. Tecla's Cha« 
pel ; but such name is not iu the British work called Boneddy Sant 
— " The Genealogy of the Saints." 

On passing round the point, you soon come in view of the port- 
walls and clins of Chepstow, through which the South Wales Rail- 
way passes. This portion of the une, commands the most varied 
and picturesque coast and land scenery in the kingdom. You then 
land at a very convenient floating slip, which it would be well, Ibr 
the safety of the passengers, if the Bristol station could boast the 
like. Total from the Hot-well's, twenty miles and a half. 

Thus, in a few hours, the tourist may reach the romantic banks 
of the matchless Wye, visit the long celebrated grounds of Pierce- 
fleld, the Windcliff, the antique remains of Chemtow and Baglan 
castles, and the still more to be admired ruin of Tinteru Abbey. 

FBOM BRISTOL TO CHEPSTOW BY LAND. 

The coach -road leads by way of Durdham Down. Three miles 
and a half from Bristol is Westburv, a neat village, with a largd 
handsome church, upon a rivulet called the Trym. -Ascending tne 
next hiU, yon have a view on the left of the pleasant village of 
fienbnry. After passing the Crow public-house, you reach the 
ridge called the Black B^rse HiU, from which eminence, on your 



■ 






'^0*^^^^0^0^^^r^im0^0^i^t^*0^^^0*^*^*^^^0^f^^tm^f^t^t^^^^^t0»0^0^0*0m0^^^0*m*^^^*^i'^^^^^0m^i^*^i^i 



IS OBSPtTOlf. \ 

M» are some deUehtfol yvsws of the Serem, and of the towering 
■oenerrof ** the l&untain Land " beyond it Descendinj^ from the 
Black llorse Inn, on the right is the Knoll before-mentioned. At 
the foot of the hill is the village of Compton Greenfield (seven 
miles), crossing the Marsh Common (now enclosed) yon arriye at the 
Gross Hands (nine miles) ; the road tuins on the right to Old 
Passage (twelve miles), and Aisst Inn. 

A singular story is recorded by Walter Hapea, Chaplin to King 
Henry the II., about Aust Clifi^ — ^the fi^Uowing are his words :— 

"When Edwin the Elder lay at Aust Clive, the heights of 
Bleachley (the opposite shore) was occupied by Leolin, a prince of 
Wales ; the latter being summoned to cross the Severn to a confer- 
ence with the King, he refhsed to obey, Edward therefore went 
over to Leolin, who on seeing the King in the boat, dis-robed him- 
self and leaping breast high in the water said ** Most wise King, 
your humility has conquered my pride, and your wisdom triumphed 
over my folly, mount upon that neck which I have so foolishly ex- 
alted against you, so that you enter into that country which your 
goodness has this day made your own." then taking nim upon his 
noulders, he made mm sit upon his robes, and joining luuids did 
him homage." 

You here cross the Severn to Beachley Passa^ (thirteen miles 
and a ludf.) There is an Inn here delightfully situated, and per- 
sons seekine health or recreation, wouH do well to sojourn here a 
few days. JBeachley Passage is of high British and Boman ancient- 
ry. Its military importance in the davs of Charles the L, was 
very great. Corbett says that in Septemoer, 1664, Prince Bunert, 
wishing to keep up the communication between the western siae of 
the Severn and Wales, sent a body of about 500 horse and foot to 
fortify it; but Massio hasted to the spot, and crushed the design 
before the works at Buttington Tump were completed. October 14, 
Sir John Winter was again occup3ring and fortifying Beachley en- 
campment ; Massie immediately returned thither, and a desperate 
conflict tock place — so desperate that ho was oblij^ to bring the 
fbrlom hope to storm the works. He was again victorious, and Sir 
John Winter was forced down a cliff into the river, and escaped by 
means of a small boat. These lines are still very conspicuous, the 
roadpassing through them one mile from Tutshilly on the road to 
the Old Passage. 

CHEPSTOW. 

Chepstow is situated on the rif ht bank of the river Wye, about 
two miles and a half from its conflux with the Severn, it is in the 
upper deversion of the hundred of CaHdoet, and in the county of 
Monmouthshire. 



The increase in the population of this comity has exceeded thai 
of ereiy other county in the Uiiited Kingdom ; it has nearly douUed 
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itself in twenty years, and in the fifty years from 1801, to 186P 
the population has risen from 45,568 to 157,418 heiog about 
844 per cent. 

Chepstow is equally adapted for health, pleasore, or commerce; 
its site IS free from damp and fogs, npon a compact bed of limestone, 
well screened from the cold and piercing winds of the K. K. E. ana 
B. by the Pen-y-Parc ridge, Wyndclifl^ and the high grounds of 
the Chase, yet not encumbered with the near approach of high hills 
which prevent the free circulation of the air. The harbour beine 
always charged with salt water, and replenished twice a day with 
an immense body of tide rolling in from the ocean, and rising to as 

great a height as at any port in Europe, and its ^ntle declivity 
oping down to the "Wve, renders Chepstow at all times peculiarly 
clean and salubrious. There are no pernicious vapours arising from 
marsh, or stagnant water ; in short, no local cause renders it im 
healthy ; but, on the contrary, the constitutions of many elderly 
and delicate persons have been very considerably improved during 
a residence there. As early rising, exercise on foot or on horse- 
back, with temperance, are equally necessary to continue the good 
health wo enjoy, or as the means of restoring that which we have in 
any way lost, therefore-^ 

Eise before the sun, 

And make a breakfast of the morning dew^ 
Served up by Nature on some grassy hill : 
You'll find it nectar. 



These happy natural advantages tend not only to attract com- 
pany here during the summer months, but materially to augment 
the number of residents ; and since the recent introduction of rail- 
way communication with the Midland Counties, South Wales, and 
the distant Metropolis, added to the faciUty of intercourse by steam 
packet and coaches from Bristol, the numbjBr of visitors to tne town 
and neighbourhood has greatly increased. 

The most perfect view of the town and harbour is from the 
eminence of Tutshill, on the opposite side of the river; but the 
^eat and extensive prospect of the surrounding objects — namely, 
wyndcliflf, the Wye, the Severn, including uie Old and New 
Passages, Kingroacf, with its shipping, the Denny Islet, the Holmes, 
Penarth, and die Channel — ^is from uie Look-out, half a mile west 
of the town, on the Mounton-road. 

It does not appear that Chepstow flourished during the time of 
the Boman sway, out it probably arose into consequence on the de- 
dine of the ancient city of Caerwent, five miles west, being better 
adapted to the purposes ofcommerce. It was called by the Britons 
Oas Gwent (the Castle of Gwent), which makes it probable they had 
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s fortress here to defend their frontier ag^ainst the Mercian Saxons- 
When the Saxons possessed it, it was named Chepc-stow, from 
Chcpe, a Saxon wora, for a market, and Stow, ^e jjei-man word for 
a town, or settlement.. 

Ko mention is made in any of the chronicles that Harold held 
Chepstow personally, neither is tJiis probable ; althougli he overran 
the principality of 6went Iscoed, or "Nether Went, comprehending 
the Cymmydau associations, or clans of Iscoed, Llefnydd, Tref y 
Grug, and Y Mynydd, which are known as the hundreds of Caldi- 
cot and Raglan, and the lower division of the hundred of Usk, in 
the southern part of the county, with Gaerlleon as the capital, and 
extirpated its prince, Caradog, about the year 1003 ; for at the el- 
evation of that ambitious aspirant (Qarold) to the realm, on the 
death of his brother-in-law, Edward the Confessor, in I0«6, it was 
held by Hugh Basset, a Saxon Earl .of Chepstow. Hugh was dis- 
placed* at the conquest in the same year. "William the Norman," 
says the Welch Chronicles, "left never a nobleman of English 
blood, but had robbed, spoiled, and slain, or banished them all, and 

S'ven the lands to his owne men." After his expulsion, we find 
uffh Bassett at the court of B.hja ah Tewdwr, Prince of South 
Wales. He was slain in battle with that prince, in the contest 
with Robert Fitzhamon on the Mynydd Ddu, or Black >lountain, 
near Brecknock, in 1090. The next possessor appears to bo William 
Comes (William Fitz-Osborn), who, according to Doomsday Book, 
was related to the Conqueror, and the King's steward, l)assifer, 
when Duke of Normandy, to whom he granted the district, now 
Gloucestershire, and the southern part of Monmouthshire, as a 
county palatine, with all the rights of the crown, in order to make 
a Arm barrier against the Welch. Fitz-Osborn had received a 

greater portion of the conquered lands than any other person. He 
eld at ia»*'n the King's demesne in Gloucester, which was always 
oonsidcreu great ; he built the Castle of Gloucester, and the Castle 
of Estrighoiel, or Striguil, its Norman appellation, i. e. Chepstow ; 
and imposed a duty on ships passing by into the forest. Matthew 
Paris calls these strongholds of the Norman lords the very " nest of 
devils, and den of tfieves." In 1068, Fitz-Osbom was created 
Earl of Hereford. He was killed in Flanders in 1070, and was 
succeeded by his second son, lloger, who being condemned to per- 
petual imprisonment his domains were transferred to his cousin, 
Walter Fitz-Richard de Clare, the founder of Tintem Abbey, who 
subdued a considerable part of Nether Went. AValter was suc- 
ceeded by his nephew, Gdbert de Clare, Earl of Pembroke, whose 
son was Richard, surnamed Strongbow, on account of his skill in 
Archery. Earl of Pembroke, and Lord of Chepstow. Strongbow 
was the first of the English who gained footing in Ireland. He 
was a man of considerable influence in Wales, but of broken fortune ; 
and, notwithstanding, a positive command Jxom Henry II., to desist 
from his enterprise, on pain of forfeiting his lands and honours, he 
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entered Ireland as an ally of Dermot, Kine of Leinster, who found 
the utmost difficulties in supporting himseSf against Hoderic, who 
at that time held the precarious sceptre of Ireland, and whose sup 
premacy Dermot hiinself, had acknowledged. 

The force that Strongbow carried with him upon this occasion, 
was 2U0 Knights, and 1,200 Infantry, aU chosen and well appoin- 
ted soldiers. Their first exploit was the siege of WaterforcL which 
they took by storm, and made a dreadful massacre of the Inhabi- 
tants. Dermot had the merit of putting an end to this, and the 
mnrria^ of Eva, Dermot's daughter, to Richard, being immediately 
solemnized, a scene of joy and festivity followed the calamitiee of 
w&r. A number of sanguinary events soon obliterated this gle^m 
of sunshine. 

Roderick had influence enough to unite almost the whole force 
of Ireland against Dermot, and his English allies. They were 
closely pressed on all sides, and Strongbow nimself shut up in Dub- 
lin. Tncre he endeavoured to enter into a treaty with Boderic, but 
being abk to obtain no other terms, then being permitted to depart 
I nnmclpstcd. upon condHion of renouncing for ever, all claims to any 
part of Irelanu, despair gave him and his associates courage, and 
they determined to make one desperate effort for their delivery, 
A body of the townsmen being persuaded to Join them, they sallied 
out, found the besiegers secure in the confidence of success, and 
obtained a most complete victory. Tha Irish, amon^t whom a 
terrible slaughter was made, fied on all sides : Roderick himself, 
escaped only by mingling half naked with the crowd. The panic 
seized even those who were not attacked, and the victors retunied 
from their pcrsuit to plunder the abandoned camps. Strongbow 
now exercised for some time a regal authority, but was ultimately 
obliged to prt»cure his pardon (for ft>rmerly disobeying the express 
orders of his sovereign) by sun-endering to Henry the City of Dub- 
lir^ and a large territory adjacent, together with all the 'maritime 
towns and forts which he had acquired in Ireland. 

At the death of Dermot he became seised of Leinster. His only 
daughter, Isabel, espoused William, Lord Marshall of England, ana 
conveyed to him the manor and castle of Striguil, with all the other 
possesdcns. He died in 1210, leaving five sons and five dauffhters. 
aIs sons succeeded each other in the titles and estates, and died 
without issue. The immense property of the marshals was dirided 
amongst the daughters, and Maud conveyed the estates at Chepstow, 
&o., to her husband, Hugh Bigod, Earl of Norfolk, whose grand- 
son, Roger, was one of the two Barons who in 1 9V)7, had the bold- 
ness to refuse Edward the I., to go to the wars without him, seeing 
it was their duty to attend only nis person. A violent altercation 
ensued, and the King cried out—" Sir Earl, by God, you shall 
either go or hang." to which the haughty Baron repUed "Sir King, 
by Goo, I will neither go nor hang.' 
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i9 ' OBEP^TOTT CA.9TLB. 

In the year 1301 , S^gtir gurreindered the estaterof Chepttdw fts^ 
to the Crown. At Soger's d^al^, in ld06-*-h6' is styled, xn. the 
Inquisition, post moztem, 'qnohd "Obmitis Ndrff/'-et^'cet— Edwsird 
II. CTanted tliem to his brother, Thomad ^PlaaltBgenet; Tliey dan- 
cended to the MowWaye, an4 were sold by John,\Duli^C!..of.Norfoll(L 
liarl Marshal, and Hotiingh'am, .to 'WiUIam Herbert^ created Earl 
of Pembroke, Aj^lati, CUepptow, and Gower, lay ^ward IV., wto 
was beheaded July S7; j4(19; by the Lancastrians.. .The castle and 
barony (or boroueh, as 'it is sometimes caUed) of Oheps^w passed 
through the-fem^e'U)ie to Sir Charles Somerset, who was created 
first Earl of Woreepter o| that'line, in 1514, by Henry VIH-i «ad 
now belong to his depc^n^ant, the I)uke of Beaufort, bom at Faii& 
Feb. 1824, who receives the title of haron from "hence, being styled 
Lord of Chepstow, &c. By the charter granted 16th Henry "VIEl. 
by Charled, Earl'of 'V^orcest6r,>befo^e-niaitionedy' 'the town was la«. 
corporated, and ^oremed by two hailiffs.and two Beig^antB^at-mad^ 
with courts of -Pie-Poudre and Hnndred Courts. , . i \ 



CHEPSTOW CASTIE. '-' 

The Castle at C^epptow is stiU a magnificent pile, , toi|rei;^iff.iip 
on the brink of a stiipendpus cliff, which fprms the wester^ .bajjx'of 
the river. Ita site occupies three acres of ground,' audit is. div^eU 
into four courts. It w:as d^ended on the land side by.a.deep dltcl^, 
idded by round tourers of .considerable eleyation. On.it-tim tPj'bp 
placed according to the Poet— , . . • , 

f^The bright Wner of Kiebaird. declare, • /' ' ,' 
Itwavestoprotect'us,' and Eva the fair . • ', 

Shall ne'er' wantl^ .j^m, in Chepstow's grey. tower,; • 
Hagh raised t6. defend her in danger's dark h^ur^ 



. 



- t. 



.^ J , , Bc^r. m^^nnprs refine tos, her kind heart can bless, ,, 

; ' The .poor and the stranger, never wait for redr'688 ; ' '' 

i. 'Ive't'tne wrong' d aiid the 'frientlleiss for justicfe repaid ' ' * 

*.. , 'To Strongbow the mighty, to Jlibhafd dd Clare." " '• " ' ; 

'.:.,..'■" . ■ * • ■ '. ■ ' •■ ■ ■ ■■■• i 

: ., ''■■■'.: 

I ,' It 8eems\^at the present. dav, hardly probable, that the cattle 
[can have been ever moated^ althougii so represented by sevfeitd 
.wri|;iers. The want of water wqtildentirelyrpre'clude any such, mea- 
sure. ' In the time of, siege, these dry ditcnes were fortifiied' with 
sharp stakes and pallisadoes set'rouhd the walls. '[This entrance is 
at the easteriji ichd, under a Nojinari arch, guarded by tWolo|ty cir- 
cular towers, and a. massive iron-plated dbor, cilriously chequered 
on the inside to make it more repulsive. In the poHal appeftr the 
groovefi of a portcullis ; two holes for assaulting the besiegers tvith 
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melted lead or boiling ^vrater (a defence practised generally in feudal 
times); and a machiolated arch in front* Entermg into the first 
court, on the right hand appear the buttery, kitchen, and other 
apartments. The room lately occupied by Miss Williams has 
evidently been a smaU chapel or oratory : the shape and sculpture 
of its window and celling make this sumcientLy obvious. 

Under this part of the ruin is a subterraneous room, ezcarated 
in the rock, the floor supported by an arch thrown from one jutting 
part of the cliff to another, and projecting over tke water. The 
views from here, and from other parts of the impen<Hng walls on 
the river side, seldom fail to produce a chilling throb, as the cau- 
tious spectator surveys the rapid current cashing the foot of the 
crag, at a considerable depth below . On the left hand, in the south- 
east corner of this court, is the large round tower or citadel, with 
its dark and gloomy dungeon underneath, where, hidden from the 
cheering aspect of the sun, sighed many a wretched captive. 

A spiral staircase leads upward to the first floor, which has been 
a spacious, light, and lofty chamber, and thence to the battle- 
ments. The tiling of the roof being for some time decayed, has 
occasioned the floors ot the chambers to give way, and consequently 
stripped this tower of many traits of its former splendour : yet the 
bold and imposing feature of its masonry seems to bid defiance to 
the merciless approaches of time and weather, assuring us that afker- 
ag«3 will not be without the pleasure of contemplating this princely 
relic of other days. About tne year 1797 the roof toad floors of 
this tower were m tolerable repair. It is now generally distinguish- 
ed by the name of Harry Marten's tower, the first-floor being the 
place where that person was confined for twenty years. Here, also, 
the great and good Jeremy Taylor suffered temporary imprisonment 
in 1656, on the charge of being privy to an insurrection of the 
loyalists. 

The second court is converted into a garden. 

At the lower extremity of the third court is what is now called 
the chapel, but which, with greater probability, is the interesting 
remains of the hall of state, a most conspicuous specimen of ancient 

frandeur, rising full 130 feet above the low water-mark of the river, 
ts length is 90 feet, and breadth 30 feet. The windows and arches 
are in the richest Gothic style; and other parts exhibit sufi&cient 
evidence of its Normiin origin. There were niches in the walls 
supposed by some to have been filled with statues, but upon what 
authority we know not, for the opinions upon the subject are vari- 
ous and contradictory. The arches of these niches are plain, and 
in the Sazon style. They are now filled up, presenting a surface 
even with the walls. ' 

The upper part of this court is planted with fruit trees, and 
leads to the fourth court. This formerly conmramcated by a oxaw- 
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bridge, and may be conndered as a kind of ootworiL for it appean 
to have been built after the erection of the castle. It is evidently 
raised aeainstthe other part of the fortress, which may be seen from 
the battlements on the land-side, from wnence the quoins of the 
third court may readily be perceired projecting be^rond the urall of 
this court. These turrets command a rer^ interesting yiew of the 
adjacent scenery. Another citadel temunated the extent of the 
works, and guarded the western entrance, where there were three 

?ortcxLllises, and a drawbri^ leading into the castle ditch, 
'owards the upper end of this ditch is a sallyport, and in the out- 
side wall of the grand hall are two or three courses of Boman bricks, 
doubtlessly brought from Caerwent. 

The late Duke of Beaufort has caused a walk to be traced along 
the ditch to the western tower, and from thence to an eminence on 
the brink of the rirer aboye the casUe, which presents a pleasing 
view of several very picturesque objects ; namely, the north or river 
side of the fortress, the alcove in Piercefield walks, the fine bend of 
the river from Long^ Hope Reach, and the ele^mt iron bridge. 
A chequered gate, with a chevaux oe frize, is also very aptly pla^ 
at the western entrance. The embrasure is likewise rendered pass- 
able from the neat hall to the grand citadel. The thanks of the 
public are justly due to his grace for these laudable improvements. 

Upon the whole, the singularitv of its situation, the extent and 
style of its works, and, above all, the venerable rank to which it is 
entitled in the records of feudal architecture, make this ivy-mantled 
fortress an object of primary importance to the antiquarian. 

The town^has been strongly fortified, and its fort-walls and 
watch towers are, with some small exceptions, in a state of such 
preservation, that few fortresses which were formerly considered 
almost impregnable, can now boast of remains so perfect. They 
extend northward from the river, opposite the lower extremity of 
Tutshm cUff, to the town-gate, ana thence parallel with Welsh- 
street, and afi^rwards eastward to the castle. The walls are of 
extraordinary thickness, and defended by a parapet. 

The town-gate-^called in the charter granted to the borough br 
Charles, Earl of Worcester, Dec. 2, 1524, "The Great Gate,'^ and 
in a survey taken in 1687, "Newgate " — is still in repair, and was 
originally the town prison. 

In the reign of Charles I., Chepstow experienced the reverses 
fortune incidental to that calamituous period. According to Bush- 
worth, the town and castle were garrisoned for the king; but, on 
October 6, 1640, Colonel Morgan, Governor of Gloucester, with 
800 cavalry and 400 infantry, assisted by some partisans in the 
county, obtained possession ot the town, and summoned the castle, 
which was commanded by Colonel Fitzmorris, who with his ffarrison 
surrendered prisoners of war on the 10th of the same montn. 
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Chepstow continuing in the hands of the Parliament, it became 
the Beat of goverament of the county, being the residence of the 
committee, and remained under the command of Colonel Hughes, 
of Moyne's Court, until the beginning of May, 1648, when, in the 
absence of the governor, the castle was surprised by Sir Nicholas 
Keymeys, Bart, of Uanfair-is-y-coed, colonel of a regiment of horse 
in the king^s service. 

Cromwell, chinned at this event, and considering it a place of 
great importance tor preserving a communication with Wales, pro- 
ceeded against it in person with a train of artillery, seven companies 
of foot, and four troops of horse. He entered the town on the 1 1 th 
oMi ay, 1648 ; but the castie being bravely defended by Sir Nicholas, 
although the garrison consisted of only 160 men that the assault 
of Oliver was ineffectual. 

Cromwell's attention being next day called to some other point 
the prosecution of the siege was left to Colonel Ewer. The brave 
little band, worn out with watching and exhausted for want of pro- 
visions, even then refused to surrender under promise of quarter, 
hoping to escape by means of a boat, which they had provided for 
that purpose. A soldier of the Parliamentary army, however, swam 
across the river, with a knife between his teeth, cut the cable of the 
boat, and brought it away ; a breach having at length been effected, 
the castle was taken by assault on the 25th day of Mav, when its 
valiant governor and forty men were slain in the conflict. The re- 
taking of this place was considered of so much importance by the 
Parliament, that they voted thanks to Colonel Ewer and the oficen 
and men under his command, and a reward ot £bO to the officer 
who brought the despatches. 

There is a letter now extant of Oliver Cromwell's, which shows 
that he felt strongly about the betrayiujEr of Chepstow Cae^e from 
the Parliamentary side to the King. — ^xne letter is copied from tiie 
life of Cromwell, by Thomas Carlyle.— « 



TO MAJOR THOMAS SAXJNDARS, AT BEECKNOCK 



These, 



BsFOEB Pemsaoke, 17th June, 1648. 






Sib, 

I send you this enclosed by itself, because its of greater 
moment. The other you may communicate to Mr. Knmsey, as fas 
as yon tUnk fit, and I have wiitteiL I would not havo him or 
other honest men be discouraged, tiiat I think it not flt, at present, j 
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to enter into oonteete; it will be good to yield a little for pnblie 
adyantaee, and truly tliat is my end, wherin X desire yon to 
satisfy tnem. 



I hare sent, as my letter mentions, to hare you remove out of 
Brecknockshire r indeed, into that part of Glamoiganshice whii^ 
lieth next Monmouthshire. For this end : we have plain diBooT- 
eries that Sir Treror Williams, of Llangibby, about two miles from 
TJsk, in the county of Monmouth, was very deep in the plot of bo- 
traying Chepstow Castle, so that we are out of doubt of nis guilti- 
ness tnereofT I do hereby authorize you to seize him, as also the 
High Sheriff of Monmouth^ Mr. Morgan, who was in the same plot 
But, because Sir Treror WilUams is the more dangerous man by 
far, I would haye you seize him first, and the other will easily be 
had. To the end you may not be frustrated, and that you be not 
deoeiyed, I think nt to ^ye you some characters of the man, and 
some intimations how things stand. He is a man (ajs I am informed) 
full of craft and subtlety, yery bold and resolute ; hath a house at 
Llangibby, well stored with arms and yery strong ; his neighbours 
about him yery malignant, and much for nim, — ^who are apt to res- 
cue him if aproehencted, much more to discover anything wnich mar 
preyent it. Me is full of jealousy, partly out of guilt, but mucn 
more because he doubts some that were in the business haye dis- 
coyered him, which indeed they haye, — and also because he knows 
that his servant is brought hither, and a minister to be examined 
here, who ar^ aMe to discoyer the whole plot. 

If you should march directly into that country and near hinii 
its odd's he either forfify his house, or give you the slip ; so also, 
if you should go to his house, and not find him there, or if you 
attempt to take him, and miss to effect it ; or if you make any known 
enquiry after him — ^it will be disooyered. 

Wherefore, as to the first, you ha^ a fiEur pretence of gpioff 

out of Brecknockshire to quarter about Newport and Caerleon, whicE 

is not above four or five miles from his house. You may send to 

Colonel Herbert, whose house lieth in Monmouthshire, who will 

certainly acouaint you where he is. Tou are also to send to Captain 

Kicholas, wno is at Chepstow, to require him to assist you, if he 

« WmiSms" should get into his house and stand upon nis gaaid. 

Samuel Jones, who is Quarter-master to Colonel Herbert's troop, 

will be yery assisting to you, if you send to him to meet you at your 

quarters ; ooth by letting you know where he is, and also in all 

matters of intelligence. It there shall be need,. Captain Bnxgefliei 

troop now quart^ed in Glamorganshire, shall be dirocted to zeodve 

orders from you. 
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Toa perceiTB by all this fhat we are, it may be, a EtOe too 
mnch Bolicitnous in this biuiiiess ; — ^its our feu lt and indeed sodli * 
a temper causeth na often to overact business. Wherefore, without 
more ado, we leave it to you ; and you to the guidance of God 
herein, and rest, yours, 

OLIVEl^ OEOMWELL. 

P. S. If you sieze him, and let him be brought with a 

strong guard to me. If Captain Kicholas should lisht on him at 
Chepstow, do ^ou strengthen him with a strong ruard to bring hinu 
If you seize his person, disarm his house, but let not his arms be 
emb<i7.zled. If you need Captain Burgees' troop it quarters between 
Newport and Chepstow. 



THE CHURCH. 

The Priory was founded in the reign of Stephen by one of the 
Clares. It was an Alien Priory of Benedictine Monks, its patron- 
ess St. Mary; it contained three monks, and was valued at £ 82. 

The nave of the chapel which belonfi;ed to the ancient priory 
now forms the nave of the present Churcn, which is also dedicated 
to St. Mary. Its square massive pillars supporting the arches of 
the centre aisle, which are segments of circles, give it all the appear- 
ance of a monastic edifice. The western entmnco displays a very 
beautiful specimen of Norman architecture. Its receding pillars 
and mouldings are richly decorated and cuiIousIy preserved through 
all its revolutions. The side aisles axe of later date, and the tower 
was built in the last cfentury. An escutcheon of the royal arms was 
placed up in the north aisle alter the restoration, dated 1675. In 
the north aisle is a very elegant canopied monument, inclosing the 
remains of Henry Somerset, Lord Herbert, and second Earl of 
Worcester of that line, who died anno 1049, and also of Elizabeth 
his countess, daughter of Sir Anthony Brown. In the same aisle 
the monument of Thomas Shipman and his wife, with their twelve 
children ; also of Richard Clayton, Esq., who married tiie widow 
Of Mr. Shipman, dated 1620. 

In the passage leading fiom the nave into the north aisle, near« 
ly opposite the reading-deslL is interred the bodr of Henry Marten, 
one of the judges who presiaed at the trial of ^3is Charles I., witibi 
the^ following epitaph over him, written byhimaelf-"- 
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HEBE SEPT., 9th, 1680, 

WAS BVBXED 

A TBUE BOBN ENGLISHMAN, 

WbO) in Berkshire) was well known 
To love his country's freedom 'boye his own; 
But being immurea full twenty year 
Had time to ¥rritey as doth appear — 

HIS EPITAPH. 

H ere or elsewhere (all's one to you or me) 
E arth, Air, or Water, gripes my ghostir dost, 
None knowB how soon to be by fin set nee ; 
B eader, if you an old tiy d rule wiU trus^ 
You'll gladly do and suffer what you must 

M y time was spent in. serying you and yoi^ 

A nd deaths my pay, it seems, and welcome too ; 

Beyenge destroying but itsell while I 

T biros of prey leaye my old cage and'fly ; 

E xamples preach to the eye— care then (mine lajs) 

N ot how you end, bat how you spend your days. 



He was eriginally interred in the chance]« but was taken iq» and 
re-buried in the present place by order of one of the yicars, who 
would not suffer the body of a regicide to lie so near the altar. 

Marten was decidedly, as to political principles a strenous adyo- 
eatHbr a republican goyemmen^ and during the turbulent reign 
of tiie first Charles, he was among the first who assisted in bxingin^ 
that unfortunate monarch to the^lock. 

On the usurpation of Cromwell he appeared not among the 
number of his friends. After the restoration of the MonarcMal 
Goyemment had been effected hj General Monk, with a body of 
8000 men, Marten surrendered m the proclamation, and was tried 
as a regicide at the Old Bailey. He confessed the fact of attending 
the trial, and signing tiie warrant for the King's death, but denied 
any malicious intention. He rested his defence on the necessity of 
obedience to the existing goyemment ; allowing that his Majesty 
had the best title under neayen to the dignity of King, being called 
thereto \>j the representatiye body of the people. He was howeyer 
found g^ty, petioned for pardon, which ne obtdned on oon(Ution 
of perpetual imprisonment. He was first confined in the Tower, 
bat soon remoyed to the Castle of Chepstow, where his wife was 
permitted to reside with him. He was allowed to enjoy his. pro* 
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perty, to receiye yisits, and attended by^ a guard, — ^to freqnent tlie 
nouses of the neighbonring gentry, particularly iJiat of St. Pierre, 
where his portrait is still preserved. The following cannot be true 
as recordea by Southey, for Marten llyed to the adyanced age of 78, 
and died in. the twentyeth year of his confinement. 

" For thirty years seclnded from mankind, 
Htre Marten lingered. Often have these walls 
Echoed his foot-steps, as with even tread 
He paced around his prison. Not to hun 
Bid Natures fair varieties exist ; 
He never saw the suns delightful beams — 
Save when through yon hign bars, he poured 
A sad and broken splendour." 

There were three other churches in Chepstow — one named after 
St. Thomas, in Welsh-street ; another after St. £win, in Oastle- 
street ; and a third after St. Ann, in }Mdge-6treet ; with " the 
c>auntry of St. David, by StruguU Bridge; nil valet." — ibiquest 
Post Mortem, Roger le Big^od. 1303. Put not the least vestige of 
any of them is now remaining. 

There are also several chapels belongbg to the Protestant 
Dissenters ; likewise a neat Eoman Catholic (shapel. 

The custom of bedecking the graves of departed Mends with the 
eorl^- flowers of spring, is practised here on Palm Sunday. In early 
times' it was thought a pleasing tribute, and we find tne talented 
but unfortunate Dr. Dodd, was much in its favour, and comjiosed a 
beauUftd Poem upon it called ** Pious Memory," firom which we 
extract the following : — 

** Oh ! 'tis delicious to maintain 
Of friends deceased a true respect. 
Then bring me flowrets, bring me greens. 
Straight shall my parents grave be decked. 

And many a friend's (whom fiuthfiil love 
Still keeps alive withm my breast) 
Luxuriously sad, PU see 
Wil^ choicest garlands weekly drest. 

Gome then the Wicker basket bring 
Gome, memory, and with me go ; 
Each lively flower that breathes the faring 
Affections gentle hand shall strew. 

A tender tear of soothing woe, 
Shall o'er the craves spontaneous fSall, 
While heav'n uie hears still wish shall hear. 
And to each other grant us alL" 
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Our immortBl Shakespere also refiarB to the cnttom with exqm- 
ttte beauty and tenderness.— 

** With Surest flowers, while summer lasts 
m sweeten thy sad graye : thou shall not lack 
The flower that like thy £eu», pale Primrose, nor 
The azurd Harebell, :like thy ylens ; no, nor 
The leaf of Selantine, whom not to dander 
Out sweeteolea not^: tfay breiiilL" 
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CAST ntOK WiXB&&^ . : 

The grotesque appearaaee of the old Jridse. (whicb iras a wooden 
structure) at Chepstow )iad long been the suDJect of general conyer- 
sation and regret, the Monmouthshire half, being, supported by 
stone piers, and the Gloucestershire half on wooden piles. At 
length, howeyer, the maffistrates of the two. counties concerted to 
erect an iron bridge, whiSi was openedtotiiLepifblic July 24, 1816. 
It was designed and erected by Hessrs. Hazledine, ^E^aslirick, and Co., ' 
of Bridgenorth, for £ 17,850. This grand and ^lettahl object con- 
sists of fiye arches. The following are the seyerai dimensions of 
their chords, together with the dimensions of the four stone pieis. 
First arch, 84 feet— pier, d feet» Second arch^ 70 feet— pier 14 feet. 
Centre arch. 112 feet— pier, 14 fieet' Fourth arch, 70 feet — ^pier, 
8 feet. Firth arch, 34 feet ; which, with four fee^ abutment at 
each end, giye the length of the' bHdge 8,72 feet. 

Plrerious to the erection of the bridge in ouestion, it was at 
times yery dangerous crossing, because tiie planks which formed the 
flooring rose and fell with the tide. On one ocbasion' (after some 
damage sustained by. jmtindation) it was necessary' to * remoye the 
flooring, and only one or two of ine'planks remained jfor the conye- 
nience of foot-passengers. The place was well' lighted, and a man 
stationed to warn passengers of their duiger ; but one night it pre- 
yed stormy, the lights weie blown' out. and the watchman, conclu" 
disg that no one would attempjt to crow,' itetared to shelter. After 
.mimiight, howeyer, a tirayeller onhOMebach Was heard knocking at 
the door of an inn near ihehndge, affirming that he had just crossed* 
The landlord said that'^ it was impossible; but, as he knew the 
trayeller, he opened the door. The host could not credit the story 
told by his flpEiest as to his crossing the bridge, and the n^t morn- 
ing showed him the plank that his horse must haye passed oyer, at 
jthe same time pointinjg; to the raging torrent beneath. iThe tra- 
yeller was so struck with tiie danger to which he had so unknow- 
iDgly been e^Kwed, that he was seized with an illness firom which 
he did not speedily reooyer. 
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The phenomena of the tides at Chepstow are extraorduuiryi 
the waters frequently rising to the height of fifty feet. Arch- 
deacon Ooze once plmnbed theriyer to ascertain the real height 
of the rise of tide, and he says, — *'with the assistance of mi, 
Jennings, and an experienced, boat-man, at hig;h-tide on the 
4th of September, I found the perpendicular height from the 
bottom of the channel to the sur&ce ^of the water, was forty-seyen 
feet three inches; from the water to the floor of the brid^, six- 
fbet ; and two feet ten inches to a notch in the rails, which mazkB 
the greatest rise. Hence the highest tide, during the memory of 
the present generation, does not exceed fifty-six feet one inch; 
whicn, though yery considerable, is by no means greater than that 
of many other places on the Globe. 

Perhaps the rapidity of the flood up the Seyem and Wye is 
more remarkable than its height. It is high-water at Chepstow 
^as Mr. Jennings informs me), before it is at the PHI up the riyer 
Ayon, which is only two miles and a half from Eing^s road^ 
(toweffds Bristol), whereas Chepstow is eleyen miles." 



RAILWAY TUBXXLAR SUSPENSION BRIDGE 

The South Wales Railway haying to cross the Wye, the Lordfl 
of the Admirality yery -pToipeTlj required that they should build a 
bri^e as still to leaye it sufficiently nayigable for yessels of large 
size. They required that there should not be less than 800 feet * 
span oyer the mid-channel, and a clear headway of 50 feet aboye 
the highest known tide. 

This Brid^ is second only in importance to the magnificent 
Britannia Bridge across the Menai Straits. The latter, by Mr. 
StephensoiL diE^ys one method of crossing wide spans ; while the 
former, by Mr. Brunei, is another mode, and shows his peculiarly 
original and bold conception, accompanied by extraordinary economy, 
by arranging his materials in the rorm of a large suspended truss, 
and attacning the roadway to suspension chains, kept in a state oi 
xigidity by yertical trusses or struts inserted between the chains, and 
a circular wrought-iron tube spanning the riyer, 309 feet in length 
and 9 f^ in dumeter. The orid^ is 600 feet long; there are 
three spans oyer the land of 100 feet each, which are supported 
UDon cast-iron cylinders, 6 feet in diameter and li inch thick. 
Tnese cylinders were sunk to an ayera^e depth of 48 feet, through 
numerous beds of clay, quicksand, marl, &e.f to the solid limestone 
rock, which was found to dip at an angle of 45 degrees; it had 
therefore to be carefully leyelled horizontally, and the cjHnders 
bedded leyel. These cylinders were sunk by excayating within them, 
andpreesing i^em down by hoayy wejgl^ in doiiig which yery 
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-great difficulties were overcome, immense volumes of fresh water 
were tapped, requiring a SO-liorse engine, to pump them out. The 
ffaantity very much increased during high water, and in many of 
tne cylinders work had to be suspended until the tide, which rises 
upwards of 40 feet, had receded. Although the Wye is a tidal 
river, and therefore salt, no salt water was found in these sinkings. 
Again, dangers arose from sudden and extensive irruptions of soft 
river silt, often bursting in with such rapidity that the men had 
hardly time to escape. Some of the strata were found covered with 
immense conglomerate boulders, indicating a former river bed. 
These having oeen overcome, the cylinders were filled with concrete, 
composed of Portland cement, Bsmd, and ^avel, which set in a few 
days as hard as rock. There are six cylinders at the west end of 
the main span ; upon these a standard or tower of cast-iron plates, 
60 feet high, is erected. A similar tower of masonry is built at the 
east end, upon the edge of the rocky precipice of the Wye. In the 
standards are openings to admit the* train to pass, and on them is a 
cross girder of wrou^t-iron, upon which the two tubes rest. The 
tubes serve to keep apart and steady the towers, and to the ends of 
the tubes are attached the suspending chains. In an ordinary 
suspension bridge, the chains hang in a festoon, and are free to 
move according to the limited weights passing under them ; but this 
flexibility would be inadmissable in a railway bridge, and the con- 
tinuity of the rail would be destroyed if a very sm& deflexion took 
^lace when passed over by a heavy locomotive. With a view to 
give this necessary rigidity, Mr. Brunei has introduced at every third 
part of the tube a stiff wrought-iron girder, connecting firmly the 
tube to the roadway girders ; and with the aid of other adjusting 
screws, the suspending chains are pulled or stretched as nearly 
straight as desirable ; other diagonal chains connect these points, so 
that at whatever part of the bridge an engine may be passing, its 
weight is distributed all over the tube and chains by these arrange- 
ments. The tubes arc fixed upon the iron standards, but are free 
to move upon rollers at the top of the masonrj* standard ; they are 
also strengthened within by the introduction of diaphragms or discs 
at every 30 feet, which renders them both lignt and stiff. The 
roadway girders are formed of a deep thin plate of iron stiffened at 
intciTals. At the top it has a strong triangular cell to resist com- 
pression, and at the bottom a double plate of rivetted ii'on to resist 
extension. 

* 

Messrs. Finch and Willey of Windsor Foundry, Liverpool, wctc 
the contractors for the iron works, and Mr. Eobert Shai^e for the 
maiicnry. 

The following account of cast and ivrought irOn used in the 
bridge, has been kindly furnished to us by Mr. George Simpson, 
finiincial officer of Messrs. Finch and Willey. 
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wroiight-iroii in three spans of 100 feet \ g^g .. 
each donUe line, ...».• j 

Wrought-iron in the Girders, floor, bearers, ) 

yertical trasses, and other work of the ^ 316 8 23 
main span of 300 feet, doable line j 

Twowronght-iron tubes each 312 feet long 338 

Wrought-iron bearers on standard to 



support the tubes. 
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Tie Girders to connect the Caps of Columna 
Tie Bods to connect two Tubes 

SnspendingLinksin Main Chains, Diagonals) 

Fins, Nuts, and Cross Bars, under [ 274 7 2 8 
Screw .,,1 

Saddles at point of Suspension adjusting) 

screws. BoUezs at Main Tubes and I- ^8 8 12 I 
Girders j 

^0^*8 r 4 1 la 

Total wrought-iron 1278 19 i 6 

1 

Standard 147 11 28 

Caps for Columns and ) -o ,» , « 
Mouldings I W II 1 2 

Cylinde«msuppordng j 33^ 

Total cast-iron IOqi 15 q 18 



Cast-iron in bed plates for f qq 12 2 IB 
Trusses 



Total cast and wrought-iron ,,* 2340 14 1 18 



Masonry in abutment and Piers, 3240 Cubic yards. 
Total cost of the bridge about ^£'65,420. 

frnJJhn?^'^ ^ ^?u^^i*^^ by a great number of Engineers 
from the Continent and the East Indies ; indeed, it is onlVlw^ 
g"^ inspection that the nimierous ingenious airangemenU in 
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Th0 whole seem to be Tcrr simple ; yet Engineer's will fiiUj 
enter into the complexity of the design, and the minute and caie- 
folly proportioned scantlings giyen to evexj part. ^ We would bm* 
cially call their attention to the cast-iron ring or circle attached to 
the ends of the tubes, to prevent collapse ; to the wed^s introduced 
under the Tertical trusses ; to adjust the exact tension upon the 
chain ; to the curve given to the tubes themselves, increasing their 
itrength ; end to the roller boxes under the vertical tnuseSy by 
which means the road girders are maintained in a position to ex- 
pand or contract independently of the movements of toe main tabes. 
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Chepstow is a port in chief; it hat acnstom-hoiiM^ «i&d boa tbo 
vririlege of warehousing foreign goods, under the bonding system, 
its situation in a commercial point of view is the most desirable 
that can be wished, having spacious and dee^ harbour where shiM 
of ffreat burden can be wafted in and out, with an immense tioe, 
makes it well adapted for Ship-buil^g and exporting heavy 
ffoods. And we hope to see these rare natural advantages taken up 
oj the spirited Tradesmen and Merchants df the present day. 

There are some hot and cold sea-water bathing rooms in Bridge- 
street, very conveniently fitted up, and replenished with wUeir 
every tide. 

Previous to the present Water Works Company, Chepstow wflft 
but scantily supplied in dry summers. The water however is of 
pure quali^^, ana contains a lesser portion of adventitious partides 
than any which runs over a sandy or loamy soil. There are, 
two excellent but veiy extraordinary springs in Bridffe-street 
one near the bridge, which ebbs and flows with the eboing and 
flowing of the tide in the harbour, and another in a garden near the 
castle, dontrary to it There are also two very copious sprinn in 
»the cliff nearly opposite to the bonding-yard ; out pipes have oeen 
laid down for supplying the water from the Grange Farm, at 8t 
Arvan's, a distance of two miles and a half. There are also two 
reservoirs of excellent water in Mounton-road. 

The salmon caught in this river axe considered of a most ddi* 
cious flavour. 

In Ohurch-strebt is the Hospital, endowed by Sir Walter Moiu 
tague, of Pencoed, for the maintenance of poor persons belonging 
to the parishes of Chepstow and Llanmarten. Ifear the same, in 
Castle^Fteeet, are the Alms Houses, founded by Mr. Fowii, a satin 
11 fftiltf town, for twelve poor persons. 



^{hm the last few yean serenl pnblio bmldiiigs hare been 
nlied in Chepstow. Among the most prominent ma; be notieed i 
the following: — 

The Bank Buildings, erected in 1849, by Messrs. Bromage^ 
&iead, and Snead, of the Old Bank, which are admirably adapted 
for publio porposes, the large room being 32 feet long, 24 feet wide, 
and 18^ feet in height, here the sittines of the County Court are 
held monthly. The clerk's offices face the court room ; and on the 
ground floor are the offices of the ma^^rates' clerks, Messrs. James 
and Thomas £>^ans. The Old Bank is situated at the eastern end 
of the buildings. 

The Infant School, built to accomodate 150 children, is a neat 
edifice in the Norman style, intended to harmonize with the origi* 
nal style of the parish church, which is closely adjacent. A reatdenoe -j 
for the teacher is attached to the school, in the same style of archi- 
tecture. The whole building forms a considerable improvement to 
the neighbourhood in which it stands, and adds much to the credit 
of the architects, Messrs. Gabriel and Hirst, of Bristol. The fimds 
for the building were raised by Toluntary contributions, assist^ by 
flrants from the Committee of Council on Education, from the 
National Sodetyi and from the Monmouthshiie Diocesan Board ^ 
Xldneation* 

The Steam Flonr-mini latdy erected by Mr» Sharp, is near to 
the Bailway Station ; it is a building of massiTe solidi^ and scien« 
tifio airangementy and cannot £nl to prove an advantage to the town« 

The Bridffe Workft are situated near the Bailway bridge, having 
been erected n>r its manufacture by the firm, ofwhidi, the present 
proprietor Mr. Edward Fbich, was the principal partner. 

Although there are no manufacturers in Chepstow, except the 
Bridge Works, yet several are established in the neighbouring 
vaUies of Itten and Movntoit. These vallies are watered by a 
lively stream, which is supplied from the springs which rise in 
Wentwoodi, and turns one Fulling Mill, five Com mills, and six 
Paper mills. The brook suddenly oisappears in the fields, and after 
a subterraneous passage of one mile, bursts out at the foot of a hill 
near the Long Orchara, where it is called the Well-head. It falls 
into the Severn at the PiU of St. Pierre. 

The Station of the South Wales Bailway is situated at the end 
of Mead's Parade, branching out of High-street, from whence fre* 
quent trains depart throughout the day for Gloucester and places 
beyond, and also for Carmarthen, the present western terminus X)f 
the line. 

Coacbes run diaUy in connection with Bristol, Monmonth, and 
Hereford. 
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A steam packet leayes Bristol for Ghepttow daily, on the morn- 
ing tide, returning in the afternoon; ana occasionally dnzing tiie 
summer months, when the tide suit, makes a to-and-firoToyago 
trcm Chepctow to Bristol. 

The Beading-room, in the High-street, in addifioii to the locil 
newspapers, reyicws, &c., is well supplied with the London news- 
papers, which are daily receired by the eipress train at noon. 
I'assing strangers wishing a sight of the papers may he accomoda- 
ted free of any charge ; out from those stroping in the town or 
neighbourhood for any length of time a trimng sum or suhscrip- 
tion is expected. 

The Mechanics Institution in this town has for its obieet 
the instruction of the Members in the various departments of lit- 
erature, Art, and Science, and affording rational Amusement, con- 
ducive to the cultivation of Intellectual and Moral Habit^ and the 
diffusion of a correct taste, especially among Mechanics, oy means 
of a Library, Heading-room, collection of Apparatus, Lecturies upon 
Yarious subjects, Classes, and Exhibition ofWorks of Art. 

The markets, held on Wednesdays and Satordim, axe well 
supplied. There is a good Market-house, built in 1806, over which 
is the Assembly-room. The population in 1851 amounted to 4,000. 
The letters for London and intermediate places can be posted 
until 8.45 p.m. 

Hotels — ^The Beaufort Arms and the Oeorge. Principal InnB— 
The Bell, the Horn, the Bridge Inn, the Greyhound, the "White 
Hart, and the King's Head. 

Chepstow is distant from Abergavenny (by Baglan) 21 miles ; 
Bristol (by Old Passage) 16^, by steam, 18 ; Beachley 8 ; Cacr- 
went 5 4; Caldecot Castle 6^; Cardiff (by rail) 20; Gloucester 
(by ditto) 27 J; Monmouth 16; Newport (by rail) 17; Raglan 
12^ (by Monmouth 24) ; Swansea (by rail) 76 ; Tintem Abbey 5 ; 
Wyndcliff 3 miles. 

In short, Chepstow is one of the most improving little towns in 
Monmouthshire : many of the shops are elegantly fitted up, and 
the town is very efficiently lighted with gas. 
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WA£K8 AND Bnma EQUND CHEPSTOW. 



EOTTTE I. 

TO PnSECEITKLD^ V7NDCLIFF) AND TDITSBK ABBXT. 

TlEBiCEFIELD, 

Teb traTeller at Chepstow will not do Justice to himself or the 
deservedly-admired scenery of Pierccfield W alks, should he omit to 
nay the latter a visit. It is at present closed to the public ; but a 
letter addressed to the occupant of this splendid property generally 
ensures admission. It is usual to ^ve at least a day's notice ; but 
travellers appl}ing at the lod^e, and sending their cord to the man- 
sion (if time will admit), will meet with evtry attention. 

The principal lodge is a mile from Chepstow, on the Monmouth 
road, where the party will alight, and order their vehicle to meet 
them at the fish-pona, beyond St. Arvan's, nearly a mile and a half 
further, at the upper extremity of the walks. At St. Arvon's there 
18 a respectable house called the Piercefield Inn. 

In the year 1620 we find Piercefield in the possession of John 
Walter, son of Thomas Walter, by Elizabeth, his wife, daughter of 
Thomas Thomas, Esq., of Aylburton, in the county of Gloucester. 
This John Walter was the twelfth in descent of the family of Wal- 
ter, who were possessed of Piercefield. Their heraldic bearings are 
over the fireplace in the hall. In 1786 Colonel Morris, of the 
island of St Vincent, purchased the estate. Piercefield so for as 
depends upon Art, was the creation of Valentine Morris, son of 
Colonel Morris, he was a character as disting^hed for his impru- 
dence, as for his benevolence and hospitality. He was, however, 
neatiy beloved, — ^for when his embarrassed circumstances obliged 
Elm to offer Piercefield for sale, and quit the neighbourhood, his 
departure excited deep regret in the orcost of persons of almost 
every description He divided money among the poor assembled in 
the church-yard; shoolc each by the hand, and was followed to the 
Passage by a procession of Carriages. The bells rung a muffled 
peal ; and why he invited such a severe trial to his feelincrs at all, 
would not be easy to account for, in a man who did not (hke him* 
■elf^, over rule popularly; as his embarrassed circumstances was 
munly brought about in the vain attempt of removing the Morgans 
of Tredegar, from the representation of the County. 
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To the honour of Valentine Moixis, be it uid, that he was a 
itrennoHB promoter of good roads in the County, and that bronsht 
hhn into oppontion mth a many of the Gentry of the Oonnty mo 
opposed the Tnmpike Act Morris was examinfld at the Bar of 
the Honae of Commons, and being asked '< What roads are thora 
in Monmonthshire ?" he replied ''Kone." "How then do you 
travel?" "In ditches." 

In 1784 Piercefleld was sold to Mr. 8s>ith, of BnmhaU, Dur- 
ham, whose daughter published an Ode on the aeath of Zewdlen qp 
Griffiths^ the last Prince of Wales, whom the anthoress supposes, 
was killed near this spot. Be this as it raxj. the Ode, written at . 
fiftten yean of a^ must be proBoonjced highly oreditahle to the 
amiable Miss Smith's genius and memory. 

In 1794 to the late Colonel Wood, afterwards Sir Mark Wood, 
Bart., of Gatton, Snirey, formerly chief engineer at Bengal who 
completed the present honse, which was began by Mr. Smith. 
Subsequently it was purchased by the late Nathaniel WeUs, Xsq., 
to whose descendants the property now belongs. 

The mansion is an eleg^ant modem building, standing in the 
back part of the park. It is ornamented with four elegant pieces 
of Crobeline tapestry, which belonged to Louis JLVl., representing 
the natural history of Africa. 

The walks are about three miles in length, windixig ahnoaft 
from Chepstow Castle to Wyndcliff. 

^ The grand views are the following, which are interspene^ 
with many others of somewhat lesser interest, and where are placed 
seats for the spectator to survey the scenery at his leisure : — 1. 
The Alcove. 2. The Platform. 3. The Grotto. 4. Tho Double 
View. 5. The Half-way Seat 6. The Gianfs Cave. 7. A Seat 
near two beech-trees on the edge of the precipice. 8. The Loto's 
Leap. 9. Wyndcliff. 

Learing the lod£;e, yon cross throuffh the park, and anire at a 
lecond gate, from wnich you descend uong tlus road which leads 
towards the mansion ; then versnng to the right, yon entor a bdlr«* 
dering of wood, and come to tiie Alcove. Here you lodk down 
upon the river, which flows; with passing grandeur, at a* feoM 
and tremendous depth below. To tne rignt, the majestio nuBS of 
Chepstow Castle, with its elevated chapel upon the rook, and the 
town, appear in fbU view. Before ^ou are the ridi meads of the 
Ohapel-nouse Farm. To the left is the flue readi of the Wjiu 
called Long Hope, terminating with the bold, rocky eminenoe or 
Llaijoaut. 

Psssing, with regret, from this delightftd spot through a darit 
walk, you reach the first seat. Here is an opening through tile 
wood of some beautiM scenery. From there the walk becomes 
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somewhat lighter, and yoa now and then catch an obscured peep 
of Long Hope. 

The second seat now presents itself. Here the same objects 
appear, but with different faces. 

Proceeding from this place, a light view of the park on tha 
lefty and a thickly-shaded wood on the right, lead to the third seat. 

Still continuing the walk to the fourth seat, a pretty tIow of 
the castle, town, and church unfolds itscll 

From the fifth seat, the castle, with the nmMr part of the town, 
and the very summit of tilie church tower, stiU continue in Tiew^ 
but with apparent yariety. 

You now arriye at the Platform, a dark point of view enclosed 
with iron railings. Here you have a semi-transparent prospect of 
the town and castle of Chepstow on the ri^ht, and of the whits 
difis of Uancaut glistening through the thick wood on the left) in 
a most beautiful and inexpresEible manner. 

Descend from this second frand view,, and cross a road which 
leads from the park, down a hollow Tale, towards the river, and 
again ascend up to the first seat from the platform. From this 
station a new and original view of the town, varying from any of 
the preceding views, with Ewin's Rocks, the river near its conflux 
with the Severn, and a most extensive prospect over Gloucester- 
shire, displays itself in an unusual and peculiar manner. Still as* 
sending, yon reach the second seat, where the same scenery con* 
tinnes, out of a more boundless character. 

The walk now skirts through a light forest-like wood to the 
edffe of the ^ark, where you catch the first glance of the mansion. 
Stul continuing your ascent to the third seat, you are presented 
with a very beautiful and pleasing view of the undulating lawn in 
front of the house. Again entering the embowered walk, proceed 
by a lai|pe and aged elm, with its sins;ularly-spreading arms, pass 
imdev some inclining laurel-trees, ana arrive at the Qrotto. This 
is a romantic little cave, excavated from the rock, and studded with 
various kinds of stone and metallic sooris. The prospect from here 
is fine and extensive ; it passes over a steep wood, with a shelf of 
rodES in front, and, raisins the eye, sweeps over a vast extent of 
oonntry on the &rthest ti& of the Severn. 

The path now leads to the first seat, near the edge of the rocky 
precipice which fronts Llancaut, and exhibits a most interesting 
prospect of that peninsula, with a view of the magnificent Wynd- 
eUff frowning upon yoa in the northern extremity. 

The scenery now displays a marked and decisive change of 
character. Continue your walk along the edge of the rock, and 
from the second seat again survey the bending of the river round 
tins rieh pasturei^of^LlattGaat. ^ 
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These two minor points are preliminary to tlie sacceeding OM 
which now appears, called the Double View, and which command! 
the lablime and beautiful of Nature in comoination. On the left 
TOtt look down upon the yalley, with the \S^yo sweeping some hun- 
dred fathoms perpendicularly and awfully beneath, oounded by the 
vast amphitheatre of wooded rocks ; and to the right, across the 
park, arc the town and castle of Chepstow ; beyoud it is the wide 
expanse of the Seyem, and an immense prospect bounds the whole. 

The walk now declines to the Half-way Seat placed under a 
large and aged beech tree. From this place is a short walk which 
branches to the mansion, and, when that object was publicly shown^ 
formed the visitor's route. Standing in front of this seat^ a most 
delightful view of the rich enclosures of Llaucaut unfolds itself in 
a Tery pleasing and luxuriant manner. 

Descend from this spot, through e thick, shaded walk, to the 
Druids' Temple, so named from a circle of upright stones standing 
there. A little further onward you arrive at the first seat from 
the half-way view, where you perceive the lofty Wyndcliff, still 
rearing its crested head above every other object witnin the hori- 
zon. The upper part of the pcmnsulatcd farms before noticed 
appears in this view. 

Proceeding to the second seat, you see the two extremities of 
Llancaut hamiet, bounded by the darker Wyndcliff on the north, 
and by its own white cliffs on the south. Another view also may 
be had from a point of the rock just beyond, and again at the third 
seat presenting the same objects, but with a very material change 
of aspect. Nor must we omit, a few yards further on the left, that 
yenerable oak, so often noticed by travellers, growing out of a cleft 
in the rock, without the least appearance of any other food for its 
vegetation. 

Passing under the edge of some high-wooded rocks, yon amve 
at the Giant's Cave, a romantic passage cut through a rock. Over 
its south-east entrance is a mutilAted colossal figure, which once 
held the franncnt of a rock in its uplifted arms, threatening to 
overwhelm whoever should dare to enter his retreat ; but some time 
since the stone fell, carrying the giant's arms alon^ withit;>he 
still continues to grin horribly, although deprived of his terrors. 

We earnestly recommend the visitor to inspect these walks 
according to the succession of objects here laid down, in which 
many of them appear to great advantage. Thus, if you approach 
from St. Aryan's, you lose the darksome interest of tins cave, for 
on that side a gleam of light streams through it, but on this all is 
dark, gloomy, and obscure. This place occupies the centre of the 
amphitheatre, and displays a most exquisite scene. 

Passing through the cavern, the walk leads by an ascent to fhe 
first seat, placed under the side of a rock. Pursuing the asoeat to 



WYNDCLIPF. 



85 



the second seat, and from thence, still ascending, you edge the side 
of the park. These seats afford much of the same scenery as before, 
though Yaried and enlarged from the higher ground. You now 
proceed to another of those stations which we have, for distinction 
sake at the commencement of the walks, named the Grand Views ; 
it is a seat near two beech-trees, on the edge of a precipice. The 
view from this seat is very fine. 

A beautiful carpet-like mossy path now leads you to the verge 
of a perpendicular rock, yarded with iron rails, called the Lover's 
Lean. This view is particularly grand, wild, and majestic. A fine 
reach of the river above Llancaut farms, called Prior's Keach, with 
Wyndcliff and the Ban-y-gor Rocks, are seen from this point to 
great advantage. Tou now bend round a side of the ravine through 
which runs the stream that supplies the cold bath, and pass sJong 
a comer of the park to the last seat, near which formerly stood a 
small temple. The prospect from this spot is exquisitely fine. It 
is impossible to give an adequate description of the beauties of 
thisTiew. 

"WXNDCLIFP. 

Leaving these grounds through a door in the park-wall, yon 
pass into tne Tintern new road near the fish-pond ; then turning 
Dy the first lime-kiln, you ascend to the summit of Wyndcliff, an 
eminence much above the rest, and commanding the whole in one 
view. The "Wye runs at the foot of the hill ; the peninsula lies 
just below ; the deep bosom of the semicircular hanging wood is 
full in sight; over part of it the great rock appears, afi its base, 
all its accompaniments are seen ; me country immediately beyond 
is full of lovely hillocks, and the higher pounds in the counties of 
Somerset and Gloucester rise in the horizon. The Severn seems 
to be, as it really is above Chepstow, three or four mUes wide ; 
below the town it spreads almost to a sea ; the county of Monmouth 
is the higher shore ; and between its beautifdl hills appear at a 
great distance the mountains of Brecknock and Glamorganshire. 
In extent, in variety and grandeur, few prospects are equd to this. 
It comprehends all the noble scenes of Pierccficld, encompassed by 
some of the finest country in Britain. 

If an opinion must be given concerning the hack question — 
" Which is the grandest scene on the Wye" the answer must be 
" The prospect nrom Wyndcliff." It is not only magnificent, but 
it is 80 novel, that it excites an involuntary start of astonishment, 
and so sublime that it elevates the mind into instantaneous rapture. 
Its parts consist in a most uncommon combination of wood, rock, 
water, sky, and plain; of height and abyss, of roueh and smooth, 
of recess and proiection, of fine landscape a-near, ana exquisite per* 
I «pectiye afar, all melting into each other, and grouping in foch 
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capricious lines, that although it may find a counterpart in the 
tropical climes, it is, as toEn^^land, probably unique. It is un- 
likely that the mou^ of two nvers should be so adjacent or so 
arranged as to form a similar scene, though a thousand views of 
sea, Yale and rock, may be of correspon&ie character, with only 
slight difTerances of surface ; but the ground here is singular, ana 
the features not being English the ^hysiogmy is of coitrsc, such as 
cannot be expected elsewhere. It also improves ooth upon oUr natnrid 
and foreign landscape ; upon the former because the scenery is not 
so fine as the foreign, which Wyndcliff resembles u^n the latter; 
because according to the observation of Humboldt, it has not that 
'' something strange and sad which accompanies aspects of anima* 
ted nature, in which, man is nothing." 

The. spectator stands upon the ed^ of a preciuice the depth of 
which is most awfiil, and tne river winds at his feet. 1%e right 
side screen is Pieicefield ridge, richly wooded ; the left, is a belt of 
rocks, over which appear the Severn, and the fine shores between 
Thornbury and Bristol, ifising behin4 each other i]l admirable swells, 
which unite in most gracefiu curves. The first fore-nound is, to 
the eye, a view from tne clouds upon earth, and the rich contrast of 
green meadows to wild foivst scenery. The hnn. of Llancattt clas* 
ped in the arms of the winding river, backed by hanging wood and 
rock. ' Thus there is « bay of verdure, walled in by natures colossal 
ftnces, wood, lull, and rock. The fiuther horn of the Ciesoent 
tapers off into & craggy*, inlramal mole, over which the eve passes 
to the second bay. This terminates in Chepstow Castle, l!he town, 
and the rocks beyond, all mellowed down' by distance, into thatfine 
hazy indistinctness which midces even deformities combine in har- 
mony with the picture. In ^be middle distance^ the widening sea 
riads itself, and from it the shores of Somerset and Monmouth- 
e steal away into the hcvizon. Lastly, all this union of large 
and bold objects, from-being. comprised within a circumferance of 
a very ie^r miles, unites the landscape and the prospect, together 
with the forest and the park character, of unimpedea expanse ; for 
the enclosures are!few m any part, and by distance ate almost £• 
minished into imperceptible streaks. Thus the reproach of map- 
pishness does not attach tethis exalted exhibition of the divine taste. 

But (says Bead) mifi^ht not the nroprietor of this imperial do- 
main have DuUt a temple on 'Wyndclm, consecrating it to the genius 
of the place f He mignt have dkme so^ but in forbearing the attempt 
he has done better. The precipice itself is a temple, whic^ tne 
<' worshippers of nature " will uways approach with '^ unsandaled 
foot," considering the embeUiehme&ts of art, as a profanation ef 
(mt sacred grandeur. 

Fnmi the summit of Wyndelifl^ it is nearly 90() fet^ above the 

kfd ef iSbd' river, and from it may be viewed some ef the meet 

aiid extensive projects in umtBtitttin, eonq^rehendbg 
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at one yiew not only the different sceneg in the neigboorhood of 
Chepstow, which appear sunk in the UneB of a map, bat a wonder- 
fal range oyer part of nine counties, induing the following ob- 
jects: — 

Bight heneath, the Moss Cottage, and New Terrace-road to 
Tintem Abbey, the circuitous Wye, the pretty hunlet of Uancaut, 
and the whole domain of Pierceneld; bieyond, a little to the left, 
the town and castle of Berkeley, and the town and castle of Thorn- ; 
hury ; before you, the town and castle of Chepstow, the majestic Sey- 
em, the union of the sister rivers, "Wye and Soyem, the Old and New 
Passages, Durdham Down, Blaise Castle, and Dundry Tower, near 
Bristol. A little to the right, King-road, and the mouth of tiie 
Avon, the Denny Islet, and the Portishead Point ; still further to 
the right, the Holmes, and Penarth Point, near Cardiff; behind 
you, the Black Mountains ; and within the circle of the horizon, 

Sarts of the several counties of Monmouth, Gloucester, Wilts, 
omerset, Devon, Glamorgan, Brecon, Hereford, and Worcester. 

Descending from the cliff, you pass through a large cavern in 
the rock, nearly ninety feet in len^, whose durk recesses, aided by 
the Sittings of the bats which iimabit it, give strong impressionB 
that you are approaching the environs of the Plutonian states. In 
your progress from this rocky preci{>ice to the new road, you pass 
down about 860 steps and over a rustic bridge to the Moss Cotta^ 
three miles from Chepstow, where pic-nic parties may receive smt- 
able accomodation. This is a singular building, thatched, and 
lined with moss, with Gothic windows and stained glass. 

In condusion, it may be observed that the deliehtful regions 
of the Wye may be seen and admired, but cannot be adequately 
described; and Piercefield and Wyndcliff are amongst its chief 
ornaments. 

TINTERN ABBEY. 

Fbox Wyndcliff, you have a delightful drive of two miles along 
the new road to the Abbey^ skirting the river the whole of the way, 
•nd hemmed in on either side by immense cliffs and towering wooay 
ridges. On a sudden turn of the road, an exquisite S. E. view of 
the ruin breaks in upon you, with the beautiful east windows in 
lemi-profile : but, on a nearer approach, the admirable perspective 
of the columns through the south window into the north transept 
is indescribable. 

In any other place, in the absence of this attractive object, the 
iitoniahea eye would &sten on the extraordinary insertion ia ih» 
monntainft— Ihe locking of them into each other seeming to impede 
jour ftarther TOOgress ;^ut here th^ sink into insignificancy as 
■Unrila appendagei^ to increase the pnde of their domineering xitaL 
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TkB monastery is situated in the parish of Chapel Hill, on Hm 
xiffht or Monmouthshire side. Distant from Chepstow hy land &n 
miles, and more than eight by wat-er. 

This ahbey was founded for white monks, or those of the Cis- 
tercian order, in the year 1131 or 1132, and dedicated to St. Mary, 
by Walter Fitz-Eichard de Clare, son of Constance, the sister of 
"William Fitz-Oebome, who was created Earl of Hereford by 
William the Norman, to whom he was nearly related. 

Walter Fitz-Kichard de Clare wa^ Lord of Chepstow, alias 
Striguil. He died issueless, and was succeeded in his estates by 
his nephew, (xilbert de Clare, created Earl of Pembroke and Lord 
of Stng:uil in 1139, who was succeeded by his son Kichard, sur- 
named Strongbow, on account of his strength and skill in archery ; 
and it is said that his arms were so long that he could touch his 
knees, when in an erect position, with me palms of his hands. 
Richard Strongbow married the daughter of Dermot Mac Murchad, 
King of Iicinstcr, and thereby became seised of that province. He 
died in Dublin, May, 1 177, and was buried in Trinity Church. His 
only daughter, Isabel, espoused William, Lord Marshal of England, 
whose five sons died without issue. His daughter Maud thereby 
conveyed the ImmenBe estates of the marshal to Hugh Bigod, Earl 
of Norfolk. 

William Marshal, the younger. Earl of Pembroke, and son of 
the before-named, in the scventn year of King Henry II L, anno 
1223, confirmed to * the Abbot ana Monks of St. Mary de Tynteme* 
all the lands, possessions, liberties, and free custom granted there- 
tofore by his predecessors. 

From what we can collect, it appears that the first monasteiy 
at Tintem was founded by Walter de Clare, about 1132, as a sort 
of pious fraud, or to expiate the sin of having robbed and murdered 
the native inhabitants by wholesale. The present building, how- 
ever, was doubtlessly erected many vears afterwards by Koger 
Bigod, Earl of Norfolk, grandson oi Hugh, who succeeded to 
immense propesty in these parts by marrying Maud ISf arshal. He, 
too, had some conscientious qualms, for, in a charter granted to 
the church of St. Mary de Tyntcmo, dated August 4, 1301, at 
Modesgat — ^Madget, on the other side the river — he says : — " Be 
it kno"Nvn to your community, that 1 , in tho sight of God, and for 
the health of my own soul, and the souls of ray .incestors and heirs, 
have confirmed to yon divers lands and possessions at Porthcaseg, 
Pcntery, Modesgat, the Chase of Tndenham/* &c. For these grants, 
masses were sung for the repose of tho souls of the founders and 
their families. In order to identify this same Eo^r Bigod-> lor 
there were two, the son and grandson of Hujcrh Bigod— as the foun- 
der of tho present building, we refer to William of Worcester, in 
hi| Omtuorr of the abbey, who says : — "That Roger Bigod (the 

i.gmdsen) Duilt the . ohtCrch of Tynteme, find his arms, on ciglt | 
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glaied panneli, were placed in tKe east window." 

" The conyent performed divide service in the new church in f 
1287, and in the following year they entered the choir, and cele- 
brated mass at the high altar." In 1301, Roger Bigod surren- 
dered his titles and estates to King Edward I., and died December 
7, 1306. 

The following persons are believed to be interred in this abbey : 
Walter de Clare, the founder ; Gilbert de Clare, his brother, who 
died in 1146 ; Isabella, daughter of Kichard Stronebow, and wife 
of William Marshal, the elder, who died 1221 ; waltar Marshal, 
Earl of Pembroke, fourth son of the Lady Isabella, who died at 
Goodrich Ca&tle, December 4, 1245 ; Anselm Mortimer, Dean of 
Balisbur}' and Earl of Pembroke, fifth son of that lady, who died 
at Striguil (Chepstow) on the 21st of the same month ; Roger le 
Bigod, who died 1SC6 ; William Herbert, Earl of Pembroke, 
beheaded at Banbury, July 27, 1469. 

When the abbey was suppressed at the dissolution, there were 
only thirteen inmates. The revenues were estimated by Dugdale 
at Jei02 Is. 4.id. per annum; but by Speed at ^ 256 Us. ad. 
The site was granted 28th of Henry VIII., to Henry, second Earl 
of Worcester, and is now the property of his descendant, the Duke 
of Beaufort ; who is likewise possessed of the granges, and other 
valuable estates which belonged to the convent. 

Some time about the year 17.')6, the inside of the abbey was 
cleared out. In removing the rubbish, the workmen discovered the 
statue of a knight, armed with a coat of mail, his right hand cross- 
ing his breast to a shield on his left arm, and a dagger was in his 
belt. The lower extremities were broken off just above the knees, 
and taken away by some one unknown. The legs are said to have 
been crossed, and a do^ or lion lay at his feet. The other parts of 
the effigy still remain in the abbey. The tomb of this person being 
opened, it was found to contain more than two bodies. Tradition 
amrms this effigy to be the representation of Richard de Clare, the 
renowned Strongbow already mentioned ; but it is now well ascer- 
tained, from several coiToborative historical proofs, that Richard 
de Clare was buried in Trinity Church, Dublin, about the kalends 
of May, MCLXXVII.,— "Annals of Ireland." by Camden^ &c. 
Shoula we be allowed to hazard a conjecture, we would ascribe it 
to Roger Bigod, the foimder of the abbey. 

A mutilated figure of the Virgin, and a sculptured head of a 
monk, were dug out at the same time. These statues have all been 
defaced by ignorant and mischievous trespassers. 

The complete skeletons of several other bodies were found in 
an orchard adjoining the east-end of the church, formerly the 
burial ground. From the size of the bones, the bodies would seem i 
to have much exceeded the common stature. On the legs of one j 
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were doth biuildiis, in apparent preservation, but, upon beioff ezpo« ! 
led to the air, they soon monldered into dust. The metal Duttonfl 
were nearly brieht. No coffins were discovered ; but the bodiei 
had been covered with large flat stones. It is therefore probable 
that these were the remains of an order of persons inferior to thooe 
who were interred in the church. 

The last-mentioned bodies were found by persons employed to 
dig in the orchard, at the request of some gentlemen who came to 
see the abbey. 

Other monumental discoveries have been effected by Mr. Payne, 
who shews the abbey. 

Some of the tiles which formed the pavement of the abbey floor 
may be seen in various parts of the village. 

Having noticed in a general manner the events which relate to 
the ancient state of this venerable pile, and wishing to avoid tedi- 
ous repetition, we will next endeavour to guide the visitor to the 
leading objects tha^present themselves to his notice at the presentday. 

Tintem Abbey is most peculiarly situated on a gentle rise, in 
the midst of a deep valley encircled by woody hills, about one hun- 
dred yards from the Wye. 

Sir Bichard Colt Hoare declares that this abbey, to the first 

2 nick glance of the eye, exceeded every ruin he had seen either in 
England or Wales. 

On approaching the entrance the richly figured framing of the 
west window is strikingly grand, being in a complete state of pre- 
servation, and displaying a most finished specimen of pure Gothio 
architecture. The ruin, generally speakin?, is unusually perfect, 
and the sculpture still beautifully sharp. The outward walls are 
nearly entire, and are thickly clad with ivy. 

The western door is small, compared with the magnitude of 
the other component parts. 

This church is cruciform — ^its nave and choir 228 feet, and 
transept 150 feet in length. 

On entering this superb ruin so many objects engage the eye, 
and in so admirable ana sudden a manner, that you are momen- 
tarily chilled with astonishment, and do not instantly feel collected 
enough to survey any one of them seperately. The long line of 
elegant pillars whicn divide the aisles, now mostly remaining; 
the almost fallen arches which supported the tower ; and the ele- 
gant remains of the magnificent east window terminating tiie nave 
and choir, a range of 228 feet, are primary attractions. 

The bases of the fallen columns, still remaining to point out 
their original aitnationB; the partially dilapidated staircase, in the 
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north transept, leading to the roof, now rendered accessihle ; and 
the sculptured fragments and tombstones, ruined effigies, and bro- 
ken ornaments here and there piled up, present themselyes to fill 
up the mind of the contemplative and tasteful traveller. J 

The arches and pillars of the transept and choir are entire. i 

I 

The outline of the mrand east ^rindow, sixty-four feet in depth, ! 
and occupying the whole breadth of the choir, is preserved, though 
its figured ornaments are destroyed. It is sepezated in two equal ! 
divisions by a light and elegant shaft of singular beauty. Many of J 
the windows are still perfect, but the ro*,* has long since fallen in. ' 
The area is cleared from the rubbish, and covered with a neat and 
smooth turf. 

In the centre of the north aisle you pass through a door which 
leads to the site of the monastic offices ; immediately on your left 
are the cloisters, about 100 feet square ; on tho rig^ht is the chap- 
ter-house, upwards of fifty-four feet in length; adjoining to which 
is the infirmary, next the library; an^ by crossing the passage 
which led to the gardens, now converted into orchards, you pass 
some offices and reach the refectory, or great eating-room, eiehty- 
six feet in length, and thirty-two leet in breadth. In the left-hand 
wall is a small but beautifully sculptured oratory, erected, no doubt, 
for the purpose of delivering the ^ace to the assembled miternity ; 
adjoining to the refectory is the kitchen. 

The following are the dimensions of the principal p-rts of 
Tintem Abbey as it now stands, which were taken by the lat "Mr. 
George Gething : — 

Length, from the western door to the east window, S28 feet ; 
from north to south, 150 feet. Breadth of the centre pillar from 
centre to centre, 37 feet. Height of tho centre arches, seventy feet, 
Height of the small arches, thirty feet. Breadth of the centre arch 
in the clear, thirty feet. The eastern window above the wall, sixty- 
four feet. West window above the wall, forty-two feet. The waU 
above the door, twenty-eight feet. Breadtn of the west door, 
fourteen feet. 

Up the vale, to the N.W. of the monastery, are some exten- 
sive iron and wire works. Tho machinery is teeU worthy the 
inspection of the traveller. 

If Tou vrish to extend your route farther up the Wye, yon 
reach T^intcrn Parv^ one mile ; or diverge on the left to Trelleck 
Well, three miles ; aircct to Llandogo waterfall, four miles ; Biggs 
Weir-bridge, five miles; Bedbrook, eight miles ; Monmouth 
(total), eleven miles. 

We are indebted to Edwin Paiton Hoods *^01d England" 
tor the following 
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LEGEND OP TINTERN. 

Oh, came ye by Tintern, and paused ye awhile 
'Neath the iry clad turret, the eran covered pile ; 
And paused ye awhile o'» the Sonee lying there 
The hold Earls of Pembroke and haugnty De Clare ? 
Ton heard the wind raye through tiie arch and the stone^ 
But yon heard not the tale of the days that are gone ; 
Ton saw the old window look proud in decay 
But you saw not the pomp of its glorious day ; — 
I'll tell you a legend, I picked up while there 
Of the Abbey of Tintem and Haughty De Clare. 

When Walter De Clare married Eva the Proud 

The Old Trumpet brayed loud, and the banner way'd high. 

But alas ! the lady, she sigh'd for the shroud, 

And had rather been borne in the Coffin to lie ; 

Tet proudly she stepped in her bridal array 

Though the omens were dark in her pathway that day-^ 

The Karen cfoaked loud, and the ola chapel bell 

Instead of the chimes, toU'd the funeral knelL 

Earl Walter was handsome, Earl Walter was bold, 
But his passions were fierce, and unbounded his pride ; 
The ^nce of his eye was malignant and cold 
And Kevenge rul'd his breast as the moon rules the tide; 
His castle was hiffh, but his dungeons were deep, 
There slumbered nis yictims — how deep was their sleep 
The girl for his passion — the Jew for his pride — 
And the serf for nis whim — there they rotted and died* 

Oh, sweet Lady Era, she loVd not her lord — 
Ah ! how could a dove love a vulture so grim } 
To others how tender and kind was each word ? 
Each word was rei>roachiul and scornful to him. 
And short was their courtship — ^the Earl was not kind^ 
To woo a fkir lady was not to his mind; 
Her Father was stem, she was wed to aeBmir, 
Ere she gave her cold hand to the Baron De Clare. 

And she died, but ere cold in her coffin she lay. 
Did they mark not the wound, on faer bosom so fkir? 
Did they note not, or speak, ere they bore her away 
Of the ff^e and the blood on her long golden hair ? 
Hush! Hush! not a word! even a wmsper may creep 
To his ears, and the dungeons are darksome ana deep; 
Bad tale and so lovely, so snowy a breast — 
Hush ! bear her away in the chapel to rest 

But conscience would speak, though the minions were stiQ; 
Strange Ughts were ofk seen in the room where she died, 
Strange sounds heard at night, when the castle was still 
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And a phantom was seen thro' its galleries to glide; 
Each niffht by Earl Walter, all gory she stood, 
She hela fortn her hand all dedappled with blood, — 
Sayine " Husband and mnrde^ei' thou filiall not rest," 
Aja4 &Q tore back the shroud from the wound on the breast. 

To Wilfred, the monk, went the murderer Earl, 
** Oh shrive me, good Father, this spirit of mine;" 
While he s^ake me proud tapers seem'd all in a whirl. 
And the Pnest shrunk, alone, to the depth of the shxine : 
" What^ murderer ! Ho I What ! is mercy for thee I 
Go ! tread the wild desert, and cross the deep sea! 
A Pilgrim Crusader, go, cbraw forth thy sworn I 
Thes^ spend all thy wealth in a house to the Lordl" 

To the East went Earl Walter, Crusader so bold 
Aton'd for the blood by the sheddin? of more ; 
Then back he returned, and he lavished his gold 
In building an Abbey on Severn's wild shore,— 
Where the valley of Tintem spreads graceful along. 
Then no sound could be heard save the summer birds song 
Or the waters that rushed through the valley, and made 
A mournful embrace round the black forest's shade. 

Lo I the flambeaux blaze high round the richly carv'd shrine, 
And the rainbow dy'd glass, with its legends of Arc; 
Round the nave and the cloisters the mystic lights sbine 
And the thunders burst forth from the heart of the choir. 
Aside the gonfanon of glory is laid, 
The helm and escutcheon are cast in the shade,-^ 
'Tis a Tomb I 'tis a prison : — the penitent there 
Mourns over the sins of the youthful Do Clare. 

The monks that once lived there, have long pass'd away, 
The wassail, the quire, the memorial blest; 
Even Abbots and Bishops have sunk to decay : 
We tread o'er their bones in their deep quiet rest. 
How still was their life : — what monotonous days :-— 
Could Ambition or Passion e'er stir them to praise ? 
So tir^d of the World, and like children at play. 
They mus'd and they dream'd till Death caU'd them away. 

Yet, oft, when at midnight the moon is on high, 
And the lon^ shadow sleeps on the grass cover'd ground. 
When the ni^ht«bird and bat flit so mournfully bye. 
And the sighing winds wail o'er the mountains around; 
Through the skeleton pile the old splendours are seen 
The old mitred abbot-~-how portly his mien i: 
And the shades of the past, they rail moumfiilly there, 
O'er the grief of Earl Walter, the mighty De Clare. 
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) 

BOUTE II. 

TO KAOLAK CASTLE. 

Feou Chbpstow to St, Astah'b two miles (on the right, the 
new road to Wyndcliff and Tintem Abbey): and on the left, Chep- 
stow Park-wood and Deyaudon-green, fiye miles, which is a 
remarkable eleTation, where a most extensive view may be hod, 
not only over the conntry north but in the opposite direction over 
the British Channel and its opposite shore. About three miles on 
the left, beyond Newchurch, is the site of a British fortress, named 
Gaer Fawr, the great fortified place or city.^ It has an inner and 
outer vallum of stones and eartn, and contains, with its area, about 
twenty acres, and is the largest of the kind in these parts ; but the 
road to it is impassable to carriage visitors. At Llannhangel-tor-y« 
Myndd Cross, six miles and a half, turn on the left to Raglan. 
Total, twelve miles from Chepstow. The new route to Baglan is 
on the Abergavenny road, just beyond the turnpike, Crossway- 
green, one mile from Chepstow, and is preferable for carriage 
parties. 

KAGLAN CASTLE, 



^AOLAir Castle is situate in that part of the ancient country of 
Gwent called Cantret Iscoed (the nundred below the wood^, and 
in the Cwmmwd, or Association cf Trcf-y-Grug (the Heath Town^. 
In order to apprise the strangtr of the extent of this once splendid 
abode of the family of "Worcester, and still most attractive object 
in the tour of Monmouthshire, we consider it only requisite to say 
that these stately ruins, including the citadel, occupy a tract of 
land not less than one-third of a mile in circumfcrance. It is five 
miles N.E. of Usk, nine S.E. of Abergavenny, eiffht S-W. of Mon- 
mouth, twelve N.W. of Chepstow, and ten w .K.'W. of Tintem 
Abbey. The route from the two latter places over tha Bevaudon 
ridge is by far the most interesting approach. 

Id the following account, we have availed ourselves of a MS., 
copied by the late JJr, Griffin, of Hadnock, giving a description ox 
Baglan Uastle at the time of its being surrendered to the parlia- 
mentary army, in 1646, which is distinguished as a quotation, and 
accompanied oy some few elucidations, to adapt it to the present 
time i after which is given an account of modem Baglan. 

The earliest historical notice we have of Baglan is in Dugdale. 
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In the twelfth century, the puissant family of Clare possessed 
a castle at Raglan. Bugdale saya <* that Hichard Strongbow, or 
de Clare, Earl of Pembroke, and Lord of Chepstow, who died in 
1177, gave the castle and manor of Raglan to Sir Walter Bloet," 
whose daughter brought it to Sir James Berkeley ; this Sir James 
sold it to Sir William 0am, of Old Court, near Llandeilo Cresseny, 
in this county, and who, with his father-in-law, accompanied King 
Henry V. to the battle of Agincourt, where they both fell, ana 
were knighted on the field while in the agonies of death. William 
Herbert, son of Sir William ab Thomas, was created by Edward 
IV. Earl of Pembroke, Lord of Raglan, Chepstow, and Gower. 
He was entrusted by Edward with the custody of the Earl of 
Riclimorid, aftcrwiirds Henry VII., who was detained in the castle 
of Raglan for some time. In the broils between the White and 
Red Roses, he was taken prisoner amd beheaded by the Lancas- 
trians, in 1460. His son William succeeded to tne earldom of 
Pembroke, but which he afterwards exchanged for the title of 
Huntinofdon. He left an only daughter, Elizabeth, who conveyed 
the castles of Raglan and Chepstow, ana other large posessions, to 
Sir Charles Somerset, afterwards Earl of Worcester, and ancestor 
of the Duke of Beaufort, the present proprietor. 

There are many conflicting accounts abroad respecting the era 
of this castle. The Keep, or Citadel, afterwards called the Yellow 
Tower, is undoubtedly Norman, erected most probably by the 
Clares, who possessed the property, as noticed before. It was the 
policy of the families who naa pai'cels of the realn given them by 
the conqueror, to erect strongholds for keeping under the subdued 
natives, who privately murdered their usurpers when an oppor- 
tunity offered. ** The towers or forts were in early times merely 
a circular building, and a court, trenched about with a high ditch, 
and f. small wall thereon ; afterwards there were outworks added 
tc those round towers. Those towers were mounted higher than 
the rest of thg castle, and had in the same a dungeon ten or twelve 
fathoTLt deep, and frequently a well of water. Thty arc called 
keeps 01 juhets." — Vide Agard in Hcarnc, I'^DB. This -cjuotation 
satisfactorily accounts for the varied style of buildings in many of 
our castles in the neighboui-hood. Thus, then, the Great Tower, 
01 Keep, wafe built in the J 1th or 12th centurv by the Clares. 
The two c».urts and additional towers were probably erected by Sir 
Wiiiian ub Thomas, and his feon, the Earl of Pembroke; in the 
l&tb centun, in the castellated mansion Btyle, and improved by the 
Eaib of Worcester ; and many other mogniticent additions and 
otliCcs, and the more extended outworks, were completed by the 
Marquis of "W orcester at the early part of the civil wars. Thi> M S. 
before-mentioned says, "that this castle was built by Sir William 
Thomas (temp. Henry V., 1413) and his son William, Earl of 
Pembroke, beheaded at Banbury" (8 Edward IV., 1409). These 
dates are evidently erroneous, as appears from Dugdale, end fnoB. 
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Uie style of the architecture ; hut the additional towers, &c., whicli 
we have mentionecl ahove, were prohably of those periods. " It 
came into the noble fiimily of Worcester oy Sir Charles Somersefg 
raaiTying Elizabeth, the grandchild of the said Earl of Pembroke, 
heir-gcncral to all the ILcrberts in England. The castle is situate 
on a nill formerly called Twyn-y-Cevios** (Cherry Tump). 

" "WTicn .in its splendour, this castle was reckoned one of the 
finest buildings in Lngland. In a direct line were three gates ; 
the first of brick, from which, at the distance of I BO feet, by the 
asf'cnt of many steps, was the white gate, built of square stone, 160 
feet, from the castle." The bnck gate and the steps are demolish- 
ed, but there are some remains of llie white gate visible, 

" At some distance on the left side stands the Tower Melyn-y* 
G went (i.e. the Yellow Tower of Gwent), which for height, strengtiL 
and neatness, surpassed most, if not every other Tower in England 
and Wales. It had six outsidos (i e. it was sexangular, or six- 
sided), each thirty-two feet broad, the walls ten feet thick, all 
made of square stone, well built, in height five stories, and com- 
manded a delightful view of the surrounduig countiy. Its battle- 
ments, being about eight inches thick, were soon broken by the 
shot of great guns, but the tower itself received little or no dam- 
age from bullets of eighteen and twenty pounds weight, at the 
rate of sixty shots a day. 

^ " This tower was joined to the castle by a sumptuous arched 
bridge, encompassed about witli an out-wall with six arched tur- 
rets, with battlements, all of square stone, adjoining to a deep moat 
thirty feot broad, wherein was placed an artificial waterwork, 
which spouted up water to tlie height of the castle. Next unto it 
was a pleasant walk, set forth with several figures of the Roman 
emperors, in arches of divers varieties of shell-work. "Within the 
walls and groeri aujoiuini^ (then the bowling-CTeen, being twelve 
feet higher than the walk), on the right hand, was a garden plat, 
answerable in proportion to the tower. Next unto this plat stood 
the stables and barns, lately built like a little town. 

" The Castle Gate hath a fair square tower on each side witli 
battlements, having four arched rooms, one above the other. With- 
in this gate was the Pitched Stone Court, 129 feet long, and 58" 
broad. On the right side thereof was the Closet Tower; like the 
former it had three arched roomb of eighteen feet in the clear in- 
side every way. 

** Straight forward was the way to the Kitchen Tower, of six 
outsides, each twenty -five feet broad ; the kitchen twenty-five feet in 
the clear inside, and about twenty feet high, having two chimneys, 
besides the boiler ; the wet larder under it arch^ af the sama 
bigness, and the room above likewise done. 
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<' About the middle of this court was the passage to the stately 
hall, sixty-sij feet long, and twenty-ei^ht oroao, h&Ting a raie 
geometrical roof, built whh Iri^h oak, with a larap cu][)ola on the 
top for light, besides a compass window sixteen &t high in thn 
light, and as much in compass, with two or three*arg^ window! 
more at the upper end. On the right side was the way to the par- 
lour, being forty-nine feet long, and twenty-one broao, which waA 
noted as well for the fair inlaid wainscots and curious carved hg- 
ures, as also for the rare and artificial stone-work of the flat arch, 
in a large and fmi compass^nrindow, on the south side, beaten dowa 
by the enemies* guns, and two great windows at each end. Before 
the entrance into the parlour, on the right side, were the stairs to 
the dining-room, of the same proportion as the parlour On the 
other side was the door to the gallery, 126 feet long, having many 
fair windows^ but the most pleasant waa the window at the 
farthest end. 

^* That part of the castle standing out like a tower, being about 
feizty feet high, was the most pleasant prospect. Under the staixs 
was the way to the beer cellar, forty-nine and a half feet lone, and 
fifteen broad ; then to the wine cellcu^ forty-three and a half feet 
long, and sixteen and a half broad. There were three cellars more, 
one as large as the former, all well arched. At the lower end of 
the hall was the buttery, thirty-two feet long and eighteen broad j 
next unto it the pantry, of like bigness. 

• 

"At the entrance of the hall, straight forward by the ehapel, 
forty feet long, on the left hand, was a large court, lOO feet long, 
and sixty Inroad, particularly arched and carved like the paved court, 
Tery remarkable, not only for the curious carved stone-work of the 
walls and windows, but also for the pleasant marble fountain in the 
midst thereof, called the White Horse, ccKitinually running -v^ith 
clear water. Thence through a fair gate, under a large square 
tower, artificially arched with carved stone-works, over a bridge 
forty feet long, with two arches, is the way to the bowling-grceni 
260 feet long, and 77 broad, much admired by King Charles I. for 
its prospect westward, who visited this castle several times" [his 
last visit was on September l^, 1645. — See "Iter. Carolum"]. 
"The park was planted witii thick oaks and large beech trees, and 
richly stocked with deer, 

"After the surrender, the woods in the three parks were des- 
troyed ; the lead and timber were carried to Monmouth, thence by 
water to rebuild Bristol-bridge after the last fire. 

"The great tower, after tedious battering the top thereof with 
pick-axes, was undermined, and the weight of it propped with tim- 
ber, whilst two sides of the six were cut through ; the timber bein^ 
burnt, it fell down in a lump, and remains so to this day.'' The 
rabbidh is now removed from this part of the castle. ■ 
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''After the surrender, the country people were summoned to 
the rendezTOUB with pickaxes, spades, ana shovels to drain the moatj 
in hopes of wea^ ; out beinj? disappointed in their yiews, they 
were set to cut nic tanks of the great fishponds, where they had 
store of very la%c carp and other fish. 

*' The artificial roof of the hall, as it could not be well taken 
down, remained whole twenty years after the siege. Above thirty 
vaults of all sorts of rooms and cellars, and three arched bridges, 
besides the to wer-brid^c, arc, yet standing; but the most curious 
arrh of the chapel, and rooms above, wth many other fair roomsy 
are totally destroyed." — Thus far the MS. 

The citadel, called Twr-Melyn-y-Gwent, is a detached building 
of great height, to the south of the castle as you approach the grand 
entrance ; its form -^sls hexangular, but, being unaermined after its 
surrender in the great rebellion, it is now half demolished and 
shapeless. It is moated, and formerly joined the courts by a draw- 
briage. A stone staircase leads to the summit, from whence a fine 
view of the ruin and the hilly parts of the county may be obtained. 
From the eminence on the S. S. E. side of the castle, which still 
b»jars the name of the Leaguer Field, it appears certain that the 
citadel and g^'and entrance were assailed by Sir Thomas Fairfax, 
but with little effect. However, many of the apartments which 
were contiguous suffered considerably, particularly the inner walls 
of the parlour and dining-room, the magnificent ^llery, and the 
chapel oencath. Hound the citadel is a terrace; m the walls are 
some vestiges of niches once ornamented with the statues of the 
Boman emperors. 

The principal entrance, to the right of the citadel, is really 
magnificent; it is formed by a Gothic portal flanked with two em- 
battled towers, beautifully tufted with ivy, and showing grooves for 
portcullises. Some of the arched rooms over the gateway are re- 
maining. These rooms, and the other four apartments on the 
ri^ht and left of the passage leading into the first court, doubtlessly 
belonged to the warden and his |ubordinate officers. Passing 
through the gateway, you enter the east or pitched stone court, so 
called, althoup^h now covered with turf, and sprinkled with shrubs. 
On the right hand, or east comer, is the closet tower, or library. 
It is with great probability conjectured that, after the enemy was 
foiled on the south side, he attempted a breach by a sunken battery 
on the east side of the fortress, and which appears to have been ao- 
tually effected, for the right-hand wall of this court, just beyond 
the closet-tower, is broken down, and there are traces oi the battery 
stUl visible in the field to the east. These formidable approaches, 
without doubt, accelerated the capitulation ; for the walls on the 
north and west sides of the castle are tolerably entire, and they are 
likewise of a.more solid description of masonry than the east cui^ 
tain^walL A' little further, on the same side, is another toirer. 
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straight forward you arriye at tlie kitchen-tower, which haa walls 
nearly ten feet thick ; and here are also the remains of a range of 
culinary offices, with a fire-place of immense size, and the wet lar- 
der luiaerneath, as mentioned in the MS. The south side appears 
to have formed a grand suite of apartments. On the left hand in 
this court is the hall of state, or great banqueting-room. The semi- 
hexagonal window of this room, and the cupola-light in the roof, 
finely canopied with ivy, are the most interesting objects to the 
visitor of taste. At one end are the arms of the Marquis of Wor- 
cester. Underneath is the motto of the Beaufort family : — Mutare 
vel timere apero — " I scorn either to change or fear." iNear this is 
the parlour, though now having but one window instead of three, 
as stated in the MS. Opposite the parlour entrance was the stair- 
case which led to the dining-room, and near the same was the 
door to the grand picture-gallery, which extended 126 feet over the 
chapel and cellars, to the N.N.W. extremity of the castle. The 
windows of this part of the ruin display some beautiful specimens 
of art. North of the hall is the buttery and other offices. The 
west door of the hall led into the chapel, a naiTOW room of forty 
feet long, and much dilapidated. 

You now enter the west or fountain court, though not the 
smallest traces remain of the statue of a horse, whence the foun- 
tain issued, which oucc occupied the centre of the area. The north- 
west and south sides of this court have a range of buildings which 
were appropriated for the use of the noble family and the higher 
order of the household, but at the time of the siege were used as 
barracks for the garrison There is also a small tower on the west 
side of this court, and likewise a lofty gateway and an arched 
bridge, which fonn a south-western communication with what is 
called the bowling-green, but more judiciously believed to have 
been the tilt-yard. 

The siege which this castle withstood against the parliamentary 
army, during the civil commotions in the reign of Charles I., has 
greatly distinguished it in the annals of Monmouthshire It had 
Sie honour of being nearly the last fortress in the island which sur- 
rendered to the Republicans. Henr}', fifth Earl of Worcester, was 
born in 1562, and created first Marq^tds of Worcester in 1642. He 
maintained a garrison of 600 men in support of the royal cause, 
besides his own family and friends ; and in 1045, after the battle 
of Naseby, he afforded Charles 1. an asylum here. In 1646 it was 
invested by Sir Trevor Williams. On the 3rd of June Colonel 
Morgan advanced from Worcester, at the head of a formidable 
detachment, and summoned it to surrender ; but the aged veteran 
refused to yield without the consent of the King. At length Sir 
Thomas Fairfax arrived from Bath to superinteld the siege, which 
was carried on with great vigoiur. August 14, Fairfax appointed a 
new approach, which the engineer. Captain Hooper, caused to be 
thrown up to the extent of one hundred yards in circuit, and cpming 
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within sixty yards of their works. This was, without doubtp the 
fonken battery before noticed. Aiig:u8t 19, the castle was surren- 
dered for ti^e use of the Parliament. The marquis was carried pri- 
soner to London, where he lingered for a few months ; and soon 
before his death, at the a^ of eighty-fiYe, when informed that 
Parliament would permit him to be buried in the family vault in 
Windsor Chapel, he cried out, with great sprightHness of manner, 
<^Why, God bless us all! why, then I shall naye abetter castle 
when I am dead than they took from me whilst I was alive !'' His 
estates, valued at JQ 20,000 a year, were confiscated; they were 
recovered, however, at the restoration, and are still in possession 
of the noble house oi Biic.tfort. The numerous tenants in the vici- 
nity conveyed away the stone, for the construction of farm-houses, 
barns, &c. Not less than twenty-three staircases were taken down 
by these devastators ; but the Father of the present Duke of Beau- 
fort, had no sooner succeeded to the estate, than he ordered that a 
stone i^LOuld not be removed from its situation. 

A fine library was destroyed hereby the ignorant soldiery of 
Cromwell. The exquisite beauty and grandeur of the mountains 
around, as seen from Raglan Castle, can scarcely be exceeded. But 
Eaglan. Castle, which was dismantled by the Parliamentarians, has 
never since been inhabited, except by the keeper. 

The Church of Raglan, a neat stone building, in the pointed . 
Norman style, with a square embattled tower, stands in the middle 
of t^e village. A chapel on the north side of the chancel was for- 
merly a cemetary of the Beaufort family,and several of the Earls of 
Worcester are here interred. The first was William, third Earl of 
Worcester, who in IHQ succeeded his Father, Henry, at the age 
of twenty-two, in his aonours and estates. He died on the 28rd of 
February, 1588, and was buried at Raglan, but there are no traces 
of his monument. The second Earl of Worcester, interred here, 
was Edward, son of the preceding. He died in London, and his 
ceipse was conveyed to fiaglan, March 80th, 1628. 

Two headless and mutilated alabaster figures, of a man witii a 
collar of the garter, and of a woman; some irons from which the 
banners were suspended; an ancient helmet and portciniis; the 
crest of the Beaufort famUy ; are almost all that remain of a splen- 
did monument to the memory of this persona^. The third whose 
ashes repose in this church, is Edwarcl, the sixth Earl, and second 
I Marquis of Worcester, T?ho is very eminent in the history of those 
1 times In addition to his hereditary titles, he was created Earl of 
* &rgS. IntheUtterpartofhLlifeheleftofallinterferan^^^ 

in state affairs, and devotect himself to Utewry piwsuite. In 1668 
he published a " Century of the names and scantogs of such in- 
I venations as I call at present can to mind to have to^«^^^^ 
ted." Captain Satary, the reputed inventor of the Steam Engine, 
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appears to have rained this wonderful machine from the Marquis't 
6bth article in tne Century of Scantlings Dr. Desag^iliers sap 
that Savary, in order to conceal his original, bought up the Mar- 
quis' books, and burnt them. Probably it is on this account that 
this "Work is extren\ely scarce. 

Hotel : — the Beaufort Arms. 

From Baglan on the way to Abergayenny, may be visited 
Llanarth Castle, at the distance of three miles, in a north wes- 
terly direction. Pass by way of Court liobert. Llanarth Castle 
is a handsome modem structure ; the front presenting an elegant 
portico, resembling that of the temple of Pa?stura, 1 1 stands upon 
a gentle declivity. The Church appears to be very ancient, yet, it 
contains nothing remarkable, except a curious scpulcharal inscrip- 
tion on one of the Herbert tiimily. 

To the south-west appear Clytha Castle, a picturesque object, 
upon the slope of an cmiiiciice, swelling from the banks of the tlsk, 
and cro^vned by the Coed-y-Bruncdd. A beautiful gothic gateway 
forms the entrance to the ground. Hence, a lower ridge gradually 
descends,- towards the vale, and terminates in a rich knoll of woo^ 
at the Pont-y-goetre. To the north-west appear the magnificent 
Blorenge. On the north, the elegant cone of the Sugar-leaf towers 
above the swell of the little SkjTrid ; and to the east rises the 
abrupt ridge of the Great Skyrrid. LLinsantfraed House: — 
This spot is remarkable as the rounsion of Thomas ap Gwiliim, 
firom whom the Earls of P<?mbroke, Po>vis, and Caernarvon, are 
descended by the male, and the Dukes of Beaufort by the female 
line. The view from the lawn is extremely pleasing ; it commandiS 
an undulating tract, rising from the banks or the Usk, bounded by 
a chain of fertile cmiaencc8> and backed by hills and mountains. 



EOUTE III. 

TO ZXANOAUT CLZFrS, THE DOTTBLE yiETf, DEVILB TTJLfJT, 

BROCKWEIR, &C. 

Fboic Chepstow to Llancaut Cliffs C2 miles). At the part 
of the road where it verges to the brink oi the precipice you have 
a most sublime view of the river and southern side of the penia- 
sula, said to be above 700 feet in perjDendicular height. Just beyond 
is the pretty retirement of Wye Cottage. Passing through the sec- 
ond gate from the cottage, leading on the right out of the road to 
Llancaut, you presently arrive at the celebrated Double View ; it 
is exactly in the centre of the isthmus of liaucaut peninsula, from 
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which ftation you hare a view of the Wye on the north and south 
sides of Coedbedwic Knoll, above Tintern, Dinalt Hill, WyndcliflL 
and the new road, all on the right; in the centre, Pierccfield 

Sounds, the Apostles' Rocks in Pierccfield Cliffs ; on your left, the 
ynydd Derfel; beyond, Llanfair Iscoed, Llai^caut CUffs, Long- 
hope Reach, Chepstow, and the Severn. In the second field be- 
hind the Double View, on the footway to the Travellers* Rest, is 
an immense ridge of stones, called the Bulwarks, sti-etching from 
thence, across the neck of land by Wye Cottage, to the edge of 
Llancaut Cliffs. These were part of the works thrown up by Sir 
John Winter and the royal troops, in February, 1064-5, in order, 
it is said, to make good the passage over the Wye ; but the royal- 
ists were defeated by the superior generalship of Massie, the gover- 
nor of Gloucester, there being aoout fourscore slain, and many 
taken prisoners. (Washboum's **Bibliotheca Gloucestrensis.") 

This neighbourhood is called Spittle Mesne, derived from the 
British wora Yspytty, an Jiospital and demense, an estate, it being 
believed that there was in this part an hospitium founded for the 
accommodation of pilgrims on there way to some shrine, probably 
St David's. 

Ovfa's Dtkx. This dvke commences by the Severn side, in 
the parish of Tidenham nTour miles from Chepstow), and passes 
northward over the chose, tnrough Madgct, where it is conspicuous; 
afterwards, in its course over the common, it is for the most part 
obliterated by the plough. It skirts Gloucestershire, and, entering 
the county of Hereford, becomes again clearly traceable near the 
Tillage of Knigliton, and thence northward, through Mont^mery 
and Denbighshire, into the county of Flint, where it terminates. 
This work divides England from' the principality of Wales, and 
was formed in the 7th century by Olfa, King of the Mercians, in 
order to put an end to the frequent incursions of the Welsh. He 
moreover decreed that any Cambrian crossing the rampart should 
he put to death. 

A short interval of jpeaee only succeeded the completion of this 
dyke. The Welsh still alive, to their injuries secretly concerted a 
plan of revenge. They formed an alliance with the Kings of Sus- 
sex and Northumberland, made a breach during the nignt, passed 
the boundary at early dawn, attacked the camp of Offa, in an un- 
prepared state and put great numbers to the sword : Offa narrowly 
escaped with a small remnant of his army, breathing slaughter, 
he collected another army, determined to risk a general engage- 
ment. The hostile parties met upon the plain near the sea-coast : 
the battle was long and sanguinary, but at len^h victory declared 
in favour of the Saxons; the Welsh were terribly defeated with the 
loss of Caradoc, their valiant commander. The victor commanded 
the men and children to be massacreed, saving only the female^ 
The Welsh yet continued to laugh at the tyrant's folly, at his in- 
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-effectual toils and snocefisea, and with renewed fury ravaged both 
fiar and wide the adjacent English Marshes. 

TiDENHAM (2^ miles) is situated on the eastern side of the 
Wye, in Gloucestershire, where many pleasing views may be ob- 
tained. The Tidcnham Kocks, at the edge of the road from Chep- 
stow to Coleford, where the scene of a marvellous exploit during 
the civil war. Sir John Wyntour, an eminent Royalist oflBcer, waa 
pursued from Lydney by a body of Parliamcntarums, and galloped 
in desperation over this shelving precipice. His pursuers stood 
aghast, but Sir John is said to have escaped unhurt, and to have 
got clean off by swimming the river. The place is still called 
" Wyntour's Leap." The Chase of Tidenham has been enclosed 
within late years. 

Devil's Pulpit (3J miles) is also situated in the Gloucester- 
shire margin of the Wye, From this projecting piece of rock a 
comprehensive panorama of great beauty is unfolded to the view, 
embracing a pleasing combination of nature and art — mountain and 
meadow, water ana wood. At the foot flows the flossy Wye, 
coiled like a serpent, and either bound in woods, or ghding peace- 
fully through meadows. To the right is the ruined Abbey of Tin- 
tern, which, seen from this dizzy height, appears as if in miniature, 
backed bv distant hills ; and oeyond is the little, unpretending 
church of Tintem, in its unspotted whiteness. Still looking in the 
same direction, the little handet of Brockwcir and the mansion of 
Captain Fleming, R.N , mav be seen ; and further still, embosomed 
in the vale of the Waterfall, and half hidden amidst a grove of 
apple-trees, the village of Llandogo is (Umly visible. 

Hewelsfield Court (7 miles) on j'our left is a well cultivated 
farm, now in the possession of Mr. Robert Sharpe, but once were the 
property of Monmouth Priory, but at the surpression of these 
religious houses, it was transfeiTed by the King, and is now held 
from the Crown at the nominal annual rental of Os. l^d. 

St. Bbevals (8 mUes) is a Manor and Castle belonging to the 
Crown, there is an office under the Government, in the gift of the 
first Commissioner of Woods and Forests, called '^ The Constable 
of i^e Hundred and Castle of St. Brevals in the Forrest of Dean." 
The duties can only be nominal as the property is now under lease 
to Mr. William Roberts, at the annual rental of J£I29 lOs. Od., for 
the 107 acres. 

The remains of the Castle indicate that it has been of consider- 
able extent, and of great strength. It was built by Miles, Earl of 
Hereford, in the reign of Henry the First The custody of St. 
Brevals with the Forest of Dean, was granted to John ae Mon- 
mouth, in the 18th year of Kin^ John. The Earl of Berkley is 
the present Constable, and the Duke of Beaufort, under whose 
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directum the Caitle is kept in repair, is Lord of the Manor. Tha 
west front of the Tower u used as a prison, and from it the viewv 
CKf the iurronnding country, are extensive and beautiful. 
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OBJECTS OP INTEREST IN THE VICINITY 
OF CHEPSTOW. 

WITH THEIB. DISTANCES THEBEFBOIC 

Bkrket.isy Castle (T2 miles), in Gloucestershire, the ancient 
seat of the Earls of Berkeley, is well worthj of a visit, both on ac- 
count of the manner in whith it is woven into our history, and for 
the excellent example it affords of the feudal castle, of which it 
perhaps is the most perfect specimen existing in England. It is 
situated in a most beautiful park — 

'^ There stands the castle by yon tuft of trees," 

« 

said our fi;reat bard two centuries and a half ago, and we questipn 
if it has changed in appearance one iota since that time. It is 
quite Norman in its construction, having been founded a short time 
after the Conquest, by Roger do Berkeley, to whom the manor had 
been given by the Norman William. It came into the possession 
of the present family in the beginning of the twelfth century, when 
the castle and its lands were given to Robert Fitzhardinge, a fa- 
mous merchant and magistrate of Bristol, a descendant of one of 
tiie Danish sea-kings, whose daughter afterwards married the heir 
of the old possessor, and from this line has descended to the present 
Earl Fitzhardinge in an unbroken line, extending over seven hun- 
dred years. The form of the tower is circular, and contains a sin- 
gularly-shaped court-yard in which, upon a mount, the donjon-koep 
is situated, flanked by semicircular and embattled towers. This 
celebrated fortress has been the scene of several historical events. 
The savage mmrder of King Edward II.,. who was brought hither 
from Bristol with every accompaniment of ignominy ; and his death 
being determined upon, the most inhuman treatment was adopted 
towards him, and various expedients used to brin^ about his death. 
Tradition has it that a celebrated dry well, near his dungeon, which 
exists to this day, and is believed to be full of various reiftilos, was 
filled wiUi putrid carcasses, with the intention that the effluvia 
•rising therefrom should kill the unfortunate monarch. Kis con- 
Btitution withstanding all those cruel means to take him off, hi* 
murder was determine upon, and on the night of ths 2ldt of Sep* 
ttmbeTi 1337, Trhilo hn \v^» in bed. 
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''The dooTS forth a fearM howling cast. 
To let in, those by whom he was to die ; 

At whose apprpach^ while there he lay aghast, 
These ruthless yUlians did upon him uy ; " 

aod with heavy feather beds attempted to drown his criei^ whilst 
they poured hot lead into his intestines. 

Cajj)bcot Chitbch (five and a half miles), is an highly orna- 
mented gothic structure. It consists of a nave, a side aisle to thjj 
north, with a massive tower in the* middle, and a chancel. The 
style is gothic ; the nave is separated from the side aisle by fine 
pointed arches or clustered piers. The windows are ornamented 
gothic, and contains several remain* of painted glass, principally 
Coats of Arms. 

Upon the outside of the wall, over the south door is a small 
fijgure of the Virgin, to whom it was dedicated. 

Caldecot Castle (five and a half miles) is a magnificent strong*- 
hold. Camden terms it "a shell, belonging to the constables of 
England," by whom it was held by the service of that office. The 
general design is oblong ; round towers strengthen the angles. The 
entrance is grand ; the baronial hall, keep, and other rained struc- 
tyres distinguish the intciior. 

Historians pronounce this, as the birth-place of Henry the 
yil. The real time of its foundation is uncertain, but it was 
evidently built in different ages, as both Saxon and Norman cha-i 
racters are still visible. LelSnd says, — "The castle of Caldicoyd 
belonging to the King, is in Venteland, toward the Severn shore, 
not fi^ from Mathern." And Bugdale relates, that in 1221, Hum- 
phrey, Earl of Hereford, did homage, and had livery of his castle 
of Caldecot The ancestors of the Bohun family were very early 
possessors, and on the assassinajtion of the Earl of Hereford, in 
1397, the castle ^vxL3 taken to by the Crown, but, was restored to 
the son, by Henry VI. At his death it became the property of the 
Earl of Stafford, bv mai-riage ; and on the division of the estates 
among the Bohun family, it was retained by Henry VI. After- 
wards it belonged to Edward IV., who granted it to Lord Herbert, 
of Raglan, afterwards created Earl of Fembroke ; it then reverted 
to Henry VI., and was again taken to by Edward IV.; by Richard III., 
it was returned to the Buke of Buckingham; a descendant of the 
Earl of Stafford ; but when both the Duke and his son were be- 
headed for rebellion, the castle was by Henry the VIII., added to 
the Duchy of Lancaster, from which, it was leased by the Earls of 
Worcester, during the reigns of Elizabeth, James I., and Charles 
the I. ; and is now held by the representatives of Thomas Lewis, 
Esq., for which he pays the Crown ^6311 12s. 4.Jd., yearly, for it 
and the Manor of Caldioot, with Newton fisheries, feim, and 
wastelands. 
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For defence it was strong, and almost impre^able. The ea^ 
trance and front of the castle have surrived the uHulies of time^ 
and give it a grand and venerable appearance; the ivy with which 
it is thickly cOi^ted .makes it difficult :to discern its. jap^er form^ 
and now serves only as a retired retreat, for those birds 'w^ch with- 
draw from the busy scenes of day. The whole has been surrounded * 
hj a moat, which when the river Throggywas more serviceable,' 
mi^ht have been easily filled with water. -The remains of , the kjeep 
ana the communications, a curious observer may.ixace, and' find- 
abundant matter for to prove its former consequence. . 

Caerwext (5 miles), though now- an inconsiderable village, 
was formerly an important Roman city, and, under the auspices of 
Agricola, was renowned for its temples, theatres, baths, anapbrti-- 
coes. It was the Venta Silurum of the Romans, and was garri- 
soned by :thfi second- Augustine legion. The form of the and^t 
city, which may still, be traced, was a ^aralleloeram, measurinf 
about 000 yards oi^ the north and south sides, ana 380 on tJie .easi 
and west, with walls twenty-feet in height, and from nine to twelve 
feet in thickness, and defended on three sides by a deep fosse. It 
was considered to have held its dependence on Carleoi, to which 
place there is a tradition that it also had a conimunication by a. 
subterraneous passage, whose entrance was from a lane wliich still 
retains the name of Arthur. Many relics of antiquity remain to 
gratify the arcTiajolog^al visitor, and many more are known to have 
been di6]^x:irscd. Some beautiful specimens of tessellated pavement 
have been- discovered at difi'ercut times, portions of which may 
still be ecenr although much reduced and injured by frequent dep- 
redations. Cacrwent Chutch is partly Norman, with a lofty em- 
battled tower. Between four and • five miles to the north of C(tGr- 
weht, on" a hill -forming part of a small farin, called Gaer Llwd, 
about a mile from Ncwchurch,.in which parish it is situated, is the 
Cromlech : the • aj^er stone is twelve feet long, and about three 
and a half .'broad,, and. the uprights vary from four to. five feet. 
Vestiges of a trench and bank are discoverable roUnd this Cromlech, ^ 
which is. the only one in the county; : ^ . 



BiNHA^ Castle (5 miles); near to'Caerwent, of which but 
few remains can 'now be trp.ced among the sylvan thicknesses that 
hide the brow of the hill )vher^on it stood. It is remarkable for 
having been the jesidcnce of C^^ruth,, a British bard, who, in one 
of his lays, rflludcs ii| a most spirited and pathetic manner to Din- 
ham, as being the tomb of Caractacus:— 

"Where died G:^acta,cus,* — whete sleeps his shade? 

Sacred is tlic spot that holds his dust^ 

In the legends of the bards. of d^ys, gone by, • 

In the learned lore of our. aAcieht race, . 

It is written — ^but shall the unlearned read ? - 

Shall Gwcnt's invaders stir ^is sacred dust? 
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^ The Castle of Dinham is consecrated to his memorj — 

It towers beside his graye. 

ThnB it is written in the ancients^ learned lore: — 

On the monnt that lies north of the great city 

There sleeps Caractacus ! 

'Till God, the God of Bran, appears on earth.** 

However we at tiiis day may deplore the horrors of war, it k 
impossible not to feel an honest pnde in recollecting that this in- 
trepid leader of the Ancient Britons, withstood the Roman Arms 
for Bine years, and when he was at last betrayed into their hands, 
tnd carried captive to Rome, with what dignity he conducted him* 
■elf at the tribunal of Claudius. 

The noble speech of Caractacus as transmitted to hb by the pen 
•f Tacitus, must ever excite admiration, and evince his immutable 
dignity and manly virtue. 

*<If the moderation of my mind in prosperity had been answer* 
able to my quality and fortune I might have come into this city 
a finend, rather than a captive, for being royally descended, ana 
onee at the head of many nations, you, without dishononr, mifi^ht 
have entered into a leaeue with me. My state at present is oia- 
gracefnl, yours, honoui^le and glorious. Horses had I, men and 
arms, and riches! can it appear strange that I have parted with 
tiiem reluctantly? since, however, that you aim at universal power 
we, among others, must endure subjugation. If I had sooner 
yielded, my fame had been less eminent, and your glory less con- 
spicuous^ The grave would have concealed me and my memory had 
perished. If you suffer me now to live, your clemency wm live 
also, and be transmitted as an example for imitation.'' 

The eloquence and dignified deportment of Caractacus, so 
affected Claudius, that he ordered him to be liberated, and per- 
mitted to return with his family to Britain, in the yoar 52, leaving 
his father, Bran, as hostage. 

LiiAMVAnL IscoED Castlb (7 miles). This fortress crowns a 
small eminence about two mUes north of Caerwent, and is one of 
the six a^arkn fortresses surrounding Wentwood Forest, and is of 
great antiquity and strength ; and, although the ruin has lost tdl 
pretensions to grandeur, yet the remains, which consist of a square 
and two round towers, are most conspicuous features in the ruin, 
which is in part moulded into a farm-house. A stair-caae on the 
side leads to the top, whence is a pleasing prospect. The finest 
view of the ruins is to the south, where the round tower and high- 
broken walls exhibits a mi^nificent appearance ; but a view from 
tiie south-east in a field calLed the Warren, is more picturesaue. 
Tile area of the principal court is employed as a kitchen garden. 

This fortress lays claim to great antiauity, for in 1270 it was 
is poMcmion of Sir Robert Pagan, Snignt., who was one of the 
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jury summoned to the court of Striquil at CliepstoWy to detenrnne 
in whom the priTilege of house-bote and hey-bote in the forest or 
chase of Wentwood was vested ; when it was decided in his forour, 
as the proprietor of Llanvair Castle. It was also the ancient resi- 
dence of the Kemeys. 

Beneath the castellated eminence is the Tillage church, a simple 
rustic building. The name is derived from LuuiTir-is-Goed, the 
church of Mary, below the wood. 

The village is situated under two hills of an oblong shape, 
covered with russet herbage. One is called Mvitwdd Lltotd or 
the Grey Hill, the other Allt-tbt Abfaid or WoWe's Cliff. 

Magok, a station on the South-Wales Eailway, midway be- 
tween Chepstow and Newport, possesses, with remains of other 
ecclesiastical buildings, a church of oonsiaerable interest (the keva 
of which are kept by Thomas JTames,^ within five minutes' watt). 
At ]>rcsent (1854) the holy edifice is in a deplorable state of dilap- 
idation ; but its architecture, the parvise of the porch, and the 
magnificent and extensive view from the tower renden this other* 
wise melancholy village well worthy the attention of architfictural 
and antiquarian tourists. 

'* Delicta majorom immeritos lues, 
.... donee temkrefeceris, 
(Edcsque labcntes deorum, et 
Foeda nigro simulacra fumo." 

Mathsbn (1^ mile). The church is a most interesting struc- 
ture, decorated with handsome Gothic windows, and some portions 
of painted glass. The foundation of the church is British, and 
consisted then of of a nave only ; a side aisle and chancel were 
added at a very earlv period, and a stately tower at a later date. 
The roof is supportea by octagon piers and Saxon arches. Upon 
a plain mural tablet in the church is the subjoined inscription, 
supposed to have been the composition of Bishop Godwin: — 

''Here lyeth entombed the body of Thzodobic, King of Mor- \ 
ganucn, or Glamorgan, commonly called St. Thewdrio, and 
accounted a martyr, because he was slain in a battle ag^unst 
the Saxons (being then Pagans), and in defence of the 
Christian Reli^on. The battle was fought at Tynteme, 
where he obtained a great victory. He died here, being 
on his way homewards, three days after the battle ; having 
taken order with Maurice, his son, who succeeded him 
in the kingdom, that in the same place he should happen 
to decease, a church should be built, and his body buried in 
the same, which was accordingly performed in the year 600." 

Among the remains of mortality in this church, are the heart 
and boweb of Miles Sally, a Bishop of Landa£^ who died lil#* 
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The^are depositedaccordine to the directions of his will, near the f5mb 
of ^ingTlieodoric, and hisDody before the image of St. Andrew, in 
St. Mark's Church, Bristol ; whenhebequeathedhis mitre to Landaif; 
and during his life, added considerably to the palace of Mathem. 

The Paulce was until 1706 the episcopal seat of the Bishops 
of Landaff. The structure, which surrounds a quadrangular court, 
raised by different Bishops, is situated in a gentle hi&y country, 
pleasantly diversified with wood and pasturage. Some specimens 
of dilapi^ted grandeur appear .in the east window; and the en- 
trance was thi^ough a lofty ornamented porch, which has been des- 
troyed, and tiie buildiiig occupied as a mere fEum-house. The 
farmer who inhabited the house, sometime ago, composed and 
deliTered the following acting as guide. 

'^That Court contains my cattle ;Bwine, are there^ 
Here fowls and fuel; uiiaemeath is beer. 
Snug, in that chamber, Sir, my com is kept ; 
My clover yonder, where a King has slept ; 
My dame her -curds, does in the chapel squeze,— 
In chancel salts her chines ; the font liol£ cheese. 
There died a Bishop ; here his ^host walked sinoe^ 
Until our Joan did fkirly scold it thence. 
Oft rosy church-men, here, to ease resisted, 
On that great dough-trough, then a table, din'd.'' 

The principal hall is thirty-two feet by sixteen, and twenty 
high ; the chapel, when undivided was thirty feet by ten. The 
wrecks of a libraiy belonging to the See yet remain. 

MoiQNES CoTTBT (2 milcs), ezToneously supposed to have been 
an ^ecleaiastictU fotmdationj belonged originally to the Norman 
fiamiljr of De Knoville, and in more recent times was occupied by 
Godwin, Bishop of Llandaff, whose. escutcheon, dated 1603 still 
retains its position over the porch. The mansion stands within 
a quadrangle, and is approached through a lofty gatehouse, 
consisting of a turreted gallery. Within the court ai'e two Roman 
inscribed stones, said by Gibson to have been brought from 
Carleon. One appears to have been a votive altar; the other re- 
cords the repairing or re-building of the Temple of Diana. Mr. 
Wyndham says the most curious of the inscriptions have been remo- 
ved to the house Moinscourt. In the Orchard adjoining is the 
ground plot of a court of large extent, ancientiy called JfonA;« Court, 

Pencoed Castle (9 miles) i% generally considered as the most 
ancient of the six castles of Wenjtw^ood Forest. This picturesque 
ruin consists chiefly of a circular arched gateway and two small 
pentagonal turrets, a round embattled tower, and some dilqfidated 
walls^ The architecture of these fragments may be considered 
coeval with the first establishment of the Normans in Gwent. In 
the leign of Queen Elizabeth, Sir Thomas Morgan, K. G., and 
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Lord of Llantaznam and Caerleon, resided in the mansion, oocapj- 
ing the site of the citadeL There is a majesty and a peculiar yen- 
erabl^tees attaching to the entrance; and the remnant of what was 
onoe the keep, beinr partially corered hy creeping folia^ hanging 
graceftUlyfrom its hattlements, adds an additional dignity to the 
whole. The Tariety of the ornamental ports and different shape 
of the windows are nnmerons, some wholly destroyed, some patcheo, 
and only those of immediate senioe being presenred ; cause the 
bnilding to assome a singular appearance, and presents a true pic- 
ture of nded prosperity. 

pBfHow Castle (8 miles) is situated on a gentle fflninence, 
and commandi the pass of a wild hollow beneath. A square em- 
battled tower is the leading feature of this ruin, which is yery in- 
considerable, and mostly conyerted into a farm house. This demesne 
was the ancient possession of the St. Mawr or Seymour family, 
which followed William the Conqueror into this countnr, and were 
the ancestors of the present Dukes of Somerset and Northumber- 
land. Being seized for a crown debt, was sold to Edward Lloyd 
of Bristol, in whose family it has since remained. This castle is 
thought to be another of the six agrarian fortresses of Wentwood. 
St. Pzbbsb (8 miles) is in the yicinity of Mathem. This 
mansion exhibits an incongruous mixture, in which the modem- 
sashed window is patched upon a Gothic structure, upwards of 400 
years old. An embattled gate-way, flanked with pentagonal towen, 
u still more ancient. The mansion is the property of the Lewis 
family, the descendents of Cadi Yawr. Nearly opjKMite this spot 
ia the great estuary of the Bristol Channel contracting in width, 
and taking the name of the Seyem, from the well luiown story 
«/ th0 British Princess Sabrina. 

<^ There is a gentle nymph not fai from hence, 
That with moist curb sways the smooth Seyem stream, 
Sabrina is her name, a yi^gin pure ; 
Whilomc, she was the daughter of Locrine 
That had the sceptre from nis father Brate. 
She, guiltless damseL flying the mad pursuit 
Of her enraged step-dame. Guendolni— 
Commended her &ir innocence to the flood, 
That stayed her flight with his cross-flowing oouna. 
The water npiphs that in the bottom played — 
Held up their pearly wrists, and took her in, 
Bearing her straight to aged Nereu's hall ; 
Who, piteous of hex woes, reared her lank head. 
And gave her to his daughters, to imbaibo 
^ In ncctared lavcr strow*a with asphodil, 
And, through the porch and inlet of each 
Dropt in ambrosial oils, till she leyiyed, 
And underwent a auick immortal change- 
Made Goddess of tne River." 
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SupBBooK Camp (4 ) miles) . TheserolBs will be founda little way 
below the new passage overlookinff the sea. The camp was once 
circular, but by the crumbling of the cliff half only remains; it 
consists of turee ramparts and two intervening fosses. Some piles 
of hewn stones in the yioinity indicate the site of a chapel, together 
with the Saxon palace to which it was attached. 

It is recorded that Blethen Smith who died 1 7th October 1575, 
aged 60, desired on his death-bed **that he might be consigned to 
the Severn, at a place called the Shoots. His friends earnestly 
ret^uested him not to continue in such a wish, as it would be too 
painful a task on their feelings to execute. He then revoked it 
and desired to be interred in Sudbrook Chapel, adding, as it wiU 
eventuallj find a water3r grave from the river so hastily encroaching 
and sappmg its foundation, his desire would be gratined." 

The following lines may not be uninteresting, they contain lo 
true a description of the chapel in its present state : — 

*'A mouldering structure then appeared in view, 
Around whose top the creeping ivy grew : 
9 Once a fair church, adorned by curious art. 

In crumbling stones now dropping part from part; 

White-thorns and briai*s interwoven round. 

Vie with its top and tiU the desert ground ; 

Denying entrance to the curious eye, 

To view the graves that underneath them lie : 

When thus my thoughts with meditation glow. 

And thus my words in mournful accents flow; 

Is this the place where numerous foot-steps trod, 

Where living votaries flll'd the House of God ? . , 

Where the mil chorus of the sounding choir ; * \ 

Bade one loud strain of prayer and praise aspire ? 

How silent now the desolated spot, 

Its paths untrodden, and its use forgot." 

Tboooy Castle ok Strigtjil (five miles), stands in a marshy 
field in the forest of Wcntwood, commanding the ancient roaa 
fr^m Chepstow to South Wales, at the foot of the north side pf 
Peneamaur. . The small remains of this fortress are so pro- 
fusely overspread with ivy, and the pendant foliage of wide 
branching trees, that an accurate judgment can scarcely be 
formed of its architecture ; but where they can be seen, pointed 
arches with neat facings appear throughout ; from which circum- 
stances the accuracy of Leland and Camden may be questioned, 
who date the erection prior to the Koman Conquest. 

An octagon tower and some broken walls, with arched win- 
dows from seven to eight feet thick, are the only standing parts of 
the ruin ; but the form of the area may be traced, which is oblong, 
with towers defending each angle, and a broad moot suiroundiii^ 
the whole, 
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Mr. Morriee, Suryeror, traced the foundation with^^reat atten- 
tioiL found them nearly of an oblong ahape, with yestigea of pro- 
jeetmg towexa at the south angles. ISe discoyered also the traces 
ofalvoadmoat. 

According to Doomsday Book, this castle was built by William 
Fiti«Osbome, Earl of Hereford; butaocorduig to Hamnei's Irish 
Chronicle, by Gilbert Strongbow. 

This building was probably only a castellated mansion, erected 
byBichard Strongbow, Earl of Pembroke, Chepstow, and Striguil, 
wno was conqueror of Ireland. From him it came by marriage to 
the family of JBig*od, Earls of Norfolk, and is now the property of 
the Duke of Beaufort. The whole appears to have been surroun- 
ded bf a moat, which was supplied with water by two small streaifis 
that here uniting form the nvulet called Tboooy. 

The remains of this Castle that are still yisible being clasped 
round by the aged Ity, forms an interesting spectacle, and brings 
I to mind the wonls of the Poet— « 



''The mouldering walls 
Black with the rust of age, and all within 
Silence and waste, while not a sound was heard 
But the wind, moaning; not a form beheld 
Saye one that fency imaged to their mind : 
The spirit of DESTRUCTION : she who haunts 
The moss grown temples, and the wild resort 
Qf Bats and Scorpions. . where no mortal steps 
Hake the walls murmer with obtrusiye sounds, 
But cries and screeches from all hated beings 
Sound eyen more, whilst the whole progeny 
Of dolefiil thines, that court rank solitude, 
Thriye and make merriment. Upon a pUe 
She loyes to sit, of broken monuments. 
And o'er tiiie scene casts an exultant eye 
Smiling to yiew the massy pillars fallen, 
The aged alters, trophies, pedestals! — 
And where the inyumerabie shaft withstands 
Her hate and her derision, round she strews 
The creeping Ity, with its liying shade 
To hide all forms of man" 
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ROUTE IT. 

VROK THB BOrBCS OF THB WYB TO BOM. 

In the sonih-west comer of Montgomerysliire arises that vast and 
celebrated mountain, FoiUnmon, '<tho Head of the Beacon," 
erroneonsly called Plinlimmon. The Tiews from its summit are 
wild and eztensiye, and the Cardiganshire hills appear like hilloclcs 
beneath. It is remarkable for giving rise to five rivers — ^the Wye, 
Severn, Ehydiol, Llyffiiant, and Mynach. The principal of these 
are the two first named, which are usually denominated the sister 
rivers. The infant Wye reaches the villa^ of Cym-y-Gaer, about 
BIZ miles from its source; thence to IJangwng and Nannerth 
Bocks to Bhaiadyr Gwy, having raised its consequence by the 
addition of several tributary waters. Below Bhaiadyr the Clarwen 
and Elan, together with the Irfon, join this interestmg river. Ton 
pursue your route along the left bank, and cross over a handsome 




shgUsh History 
of this fast Prince of Wales in these words :•** 

'< A story ran that it was foretold in the prophecies of Merlin, 
that Llewellvn was to be the restorer of Brutus's empire in Britain; 
a wizard had prognosticated that he should ride through the streets 
of London wiui a crown upon his head. These were inducements 
sufficiently strong to induce this Prince to hazard a decisive battle 
against the English. With this view he marched into BadnorshireL 
andpassinff the river Wye, his troops were surprised and defeated 
by l^imund Mortimer, while he, himself, was absent from his army, 
upon a conference with some of the Barons of that country. Upon 
his return, seeing the dreadful situation of his afiairs, he ran des* 
perately into the midst of the enemy, and quickly found that deatli 
he BO ardently sought for. One of tiie E^lish Oaptalna recogni- 
sing his countenance, severed his head from his body, and it was 
sent to London, where it was received with extreme demonstratiotta 
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of joy. The bratal spiht ^Ibe timei will sofficiently appear from 
the barhtrity of the citizens on this occasion; the heaaoeinff en- 
circled in a silyer coronet, to fulfil the prediction of a wizard, it 
was placed by them npon a pillory, that the populace might fAui 
their eyes with such an agreeable spectacle. David, the brotner 
of this unfortunate Prince, soon after shared the same fsite ; while 
his followers quite dispirited by the loss of their beloyed leader 
obeyed but slowly, and f^u^ht with reluctance. Being at last 
totally abandoned, he was obliged to hide himself in one of the 
obscure cayems of the country; but hlB. retreat being soon after 
discoyered, he was taken, tried, and condemned as a traitox: Bfi 
sentence was executed with the most rinrous severity; he was 
hanged, drawn, and quartered, only for nayinf brayeiy defended 
the expiring liberties of his native country, and nis own hereditary 
possessions. With him expired the government and distinction of 
the nation." 

Ton now contiiroeToiir route on the right bank The vale ntrrowii 
and the vieivs on tnis part of the river are most enchanting, and 
assume a more beautiful character than any other part of ita pre- 
vious coiffse. Passing bjr the small remains of Aberedwy Oastie, 
you reach Llaneoed ; a httle fiutilier onward the liynwy loini the 
Wye. On the left bank stands Maeslwch, the property of Walter 
Wilkins, Esq., the views from whence are grand and diversified; 
next Glasbury, and, four mUes and a quarter further, the Hay. 
This town is situated in Brecknockshire, on the right bank of the 
Wye. The smaller kind of barges, denominated floats, ascend the 
river to this place ; but, on account of the destruction of the bridge 
in 1705, by a thaw which succeeded the long frost of that winter, 
the navigation is obstructed any further up. Two miles and a 
quarter mIow are the ruins of Cnfibrd Castle, at which place ijraa 
KHm the celebrated Bosamond, who was the daughter of Walter 
de Clifford. She was educated at Grodstow nunnery ; the religion* 
houses beii^ then the only places of education, for young ladies of 
rank and distinction. There she was first seen by fienry II., who 
beeame violentiy enamoured, declared his passion, and triumphed 
over her honour. Master HoUinshead thus speaks of Henry the 
lis., inoontinence, and of his attachment to fair Bosamond. '*Not 
oontented with his wife, he kept many concubines, but he delighted 
most in the companie oif a pieosant damosell, whem he' depM the 
rose of the world ; the common people named her Bosamond, for 
her passing beautie, propemesse of person, and pleasant wit, with 
other amyable qualities, oeing verily a rare and peerelesse peece in 
those days. He made for her an house at Woodstock in Oxford- 
shire, like to a labyrinth, that is to mean, wrought like a knot in 
a garden, ealled a mazo^ with such turnings and windings in and 
out, that no creature might find hor or come to her, except he Wisra 
iDitrtietedby the King, or such as were secrete with him in thai 
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natter. But the oommoiL report of the people is, that the Qneene 
HaaUy foimd her oat hy a silk thread, which the King had drawne 
forth of her chamh^ with his foote, and cLealte with her in such 
Bharpe and crael wise, that she lived not long after. She waa 
buried in the nunrie of Godstow, beside Oxforde, with these verset 
iq^ har tombe—- 
"» 

Hie jaced in tumulo, Bosamundi non Bosamunda 
Non Bedolet sed olet, quoe redolere solet." 

Gontinning your progress along the right bank, you cross to 
<he left at Whitney, and about four miles and a half farther axe the 
ineonsiderable runs of Bradwardine Castle, on tiie right Passing 
with the stx^am is Mocas Court, the seat of Sir Oeorge Comwdli 
Bart. On the other side of the rirer is Monnington, wheire it it 
said the fiEunous Owen Glendwr died, in 1410. You nextpass the 
charming demesne of Eoxley, the seat of Uyedale Price, ilsq., the 
Tery ingenious author of "Bssays on the Picturesque," and arrive 
at Hereford. 

The banks ci &e Wye from hence to Koss are not of that pecu- 
liar character which the]r assume below that place, we therefore 
husband our confined limits to the more intereetine objects as they 
occur hereaftw. Near the conflux of the Wye and Lug is Harohley 
HUl, about six miles below Hereford. In tiie year 1675, by soma 
puidal earthquake, this hill was removed from its oiigmal situataoa 
to a considerable distance, but many very learned peisons havo 
denied the &ct; it ia^ however, incontestable, for in March, 182A, 
as some men w^re dimng up the root of an oak tree, they dis- 
oovere^ the remains ofthe ancient chapel, which was engnlred in 
the chasm. A mile beyond Mordiford is Holm Lacey. 

Holm Laoey was for some centuries in the ancient lEunily of the 
SeodaiBores, whose ancestor St. Scudamore, (so called from tha 
scutum amoris divini, which he took for his armsj^attended WiUiam 
the Conqueror in his expedition to England. Philip Scudamore^ 
a descendant, settled here in the L4th century ; this was the prin- 
cipal seat of the family till the year 1716, wnen the last Viscount 
Scudamore d^ugy the estate vested in his only child a daughter. 
By Charles Fitzory Scudamore, Esq., (her second husban^ she 
also had a daughter, to whom the property descended. This lady 
married the Duke of Norfolk in 1771, and added Holm Lacey to 
the princely domains of that nobleman. It was the last Viscount 
Scudamore who re-built the greatest part of the Manor House. He 
was the friend of Pope, who frequently wooed the muses here« 
The good taste of the Duke of Norfolk allows the mansion to re- 
main unaltered. The family portraits and elaborate carvings by 
; Qibbons, but litt)d inferior to those at Petworth, and ChatffVCttK 



: 



iiMfcii 



IWM>^»||fJ>^%>it'«»» ^ » 5 *>' "< * ■■*» I ■< I li 







are ftOl a part of their Tenerable omamei^. The apartments ar« 
decorated ivitii many Taluable paintings, by Tynorke, Janson, 
Holbein, and other artists. Here is avexy capital picture by 
Hamilton, of Solomon and the Queen of Sheoa ; Louis the XIII., 
and his Queen, by Beaubrun, contemporary with Vandyke. In the 
cabinet is a sketcn of the gieat Lora Stafford, in Crayons, from 
Vandyke, by Pope. The grounds at HoUn Lacey are very pleasant; 
the old g^arden on the south front was formed on the model of 
Hampton Court, in Middlesex, and is ayery spacious terrace. The 
Yew trees oii^inally clipped into ^otesque shapes, haye been left 
to regain their foliage. Ascending the hill into the park -the 
scenery becomes more noble, and the landscape more expanded. 
From the uppar parts of it are commanding prospects of the 
GloucestershiTO hills, the Black Mountains in Monmouthshire and 
Brecon ; those oyer Hereford, and Bradwardine, with Bobin Hood's 
Butts, and the Clee Hills in Shropshire. 

Near the Parsonage House is a remarkable Pear Tree, coyering 
nearly a quarter of an acre, and forming an orchard of itself, haying 

S 'elded for many years, from twelyo to sixteen ho^h^ids of Perry, 
is accounted for as follows, — a laree branch haying broke by the 
wind, its head fell to the ground, uie butt still aemering to the 
trunk. Some time after it appeared to have struck into the ground, 
taken root and formed a scion. Willing to humour this Incus 
natane, the incumbent gaye directions for other layers to be m^de 
from the tree in a similar manner, which became rooted and bear 
fruit When nearly opposite Boss, you arriye at Wilton, on the 
rieht bank of the rlyer. There are some few remains of a castle^ 
which in 1160 was the residence of Henry de Longo Campo ; his 
daughter carried it to Beginald Orey. Of this family was Beginald 
Lord Grey, of Buthyn, who disputed with and was afterwards 
taken prisoner by Owen Glendwr, in the first year of Henry IV. 
They finally adopted the title of Barons Grey de Wilton. From 
hence you cross oyer a stone hridgOi end pass along a high nued 
causeway to 

BOSS. 

In name is deriyed from the British word Bhos. a moist plain 
or meadow, wHch word explains its locality, and, like most other 
names of places in that tongue^ is remarkalily dcscriptiye of situa- 
tion. That it has swampy enyirons, eyen the fireside trayeller may 
be assured of, when he is informed how '*Mr. Kyrle constructed a 
fine broad cause-way from Wilton-brid^ to the town oyer a purt 
heretofore nearly impassable to pedesinans in wet seasons " In 
I 182^, this town contained 686 houses, and 2,967 inhabitants ; in 
I 1 8i] , the population had increased to B,62d ; and in 1861 to 4,016. 
I It is Mated on a gentle rise on the left bank of the Wye, andk 
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needy centrally placed betireen Oloucesfer (nxteen miles^y Ledbfsrj 
(fimrteon xnileB}. Malvem (twenty»oiie miles), Hereibrd (fourteen 
and a half ndles), Monmouth (ten miles), and Ohe]^w (twenty- 
liz miles) ; from which places numerous parties repair eyery season^ 
to commence one of the most inter^tmg water ezcursionB that 
presents itself to the traveller of taste in the united kin^om. The 
scenery hero is yery heautiful j hut the pride of Boas consists not 
in its present state, but in having produced that most benevolent and 
much-admired character, John Kyrle, Esq., celehrated by Pope in 
hii essay on "The Use of Biches" :-— 

^' But all our praises, wh]|r should Lords engross ? 

Bise, honest muse ! and smg the man of Boss ; 

Fleased^Tago echoes through her windin? boundS| 

And rapid Severn hoarse applause resounds. 

Who hung with woods, von mountains sultry brow? 

From the dry rock who oade the waters flow i 

Kot to the skies in useless columns tossedi 

Or in proud falls magnificently lost ; 

But clear and artless pouring through the plain. 

Health to the sick, and solace to the swain. 

Whose causeway parts the vale with shady rows? 
Whose seats the weary traveller repose ? 
Who taught that heaven-directed roire to rise? 
'The man of Boss ' each listing babe replies. 
Behold the market jplace, with poor o'er-spread * 
The man of Boss divides the weekly bread ; 
He feeds yon alms-house, neat, but void of state^ 
Wliere a^, and want, sit smilmg at die gate ; 
Him portioned maids, apprenticed orphans blessed, 
The young who labour, and the old who rest 

Is any sick ? the man of Boss relieves, 
Prescribes, attends, the mediciue makes and gives : 
Is there a variance ? enter but his door, 
Balked are the courts, and contest is no more ; 
Despairing quacks with curses fled the place, 
Ana vile attorneys now a useless race. 
Thrice happy man ! enable to pursue. 
What all so wish, but want the power to do ; 
Say, what sums that generous hand supply, 
What mines to swell that boundless chanty? 

Of debts and taxes, wife and children clear. 

This man possessed, five hundred pounds' a year i 

Blush ! grandeur Bluah ! proud courts withdraw your blase I 

Te little stars, hide your oinxiuished rays; 

And what ! no monument, inscription stone ! 

His race, his form, his name almost unknown." | 
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06 raoM son 10 momkouth bt watuu 

<< The l^an of Eo«0" waa bom Hay 22, 1687, and died Nor. 7. 
1724, in hia 88th year, at his house in Boet, afterwards conTortea 
into an inn called after his name. This inn, howeyer, has linoe 
been re^aced by shops. An old horse in Church lame, called 
Oabriel^^'s Great Inn, contains a chamber, now divided into two^ 
in which Charles the First slept on his way to Baglan, in 1645. 

The fbllowing objects are most worthy of attention :— *ltt. The 
Church and its spire* (see also Kyrle's and Rndhall's monnments); 
2nd. Fine Tiews from the Prospect, Eyrie's Walk, and Summer- 
house; 8rd. The Wye. The Boyal Hotel aad the King's Head 
are the principal inns. 

A party of ezcorsionists describing Boas, inapopular periodical 
itates: — 

''We took XKp our quarters at Barretts' Hotel, the situation of 
which, on the high ground overlooking, on the west, the windings 
of the Wye, it wouldnot be easy to matdi ; theneen ^Ivan country 
spreading away in hill and plain. The mat river beneath, 
mirroring the olue sky, and its thin feathery clouds; the lazy 
movements of a boat in which is a party of pleasure ; the Paul 
Potterish head of cattle, browsing on a meadow beyond, the villas 
and hamlets embosomed in trees — all compose a picture genuinely 
English. But stUl more English are the tastefully laid out 
grounds of the Hotd, with their rookery, trim paths, green-house, 
patches of flowers, and commodloosly placed seats,— on one of 
which, we are enjoying the balmy evening air, and watching the 
great broad sun as ne prepares to descend among the Welch moun- 
tains. Adjoining these gprounds is the Church-yard of Boss, and 
by a path-way in that direction are found some pleasing walki^ 
across fields and along shady lanes,— ell equally English." 
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BOUTE V. 

VBOM a088 TO ICOMKOTTTH BT WATBX. 

Iir order to torvey the many and varied beautiei of the Wye, 
the progress hence to Monmouth and Chepstow should be perfor- 
med in a pleasure-boat only, which may be had at the inns. This 
interesting voyage will afford an iofinite variety of the picturesque, 
the pleasing, me tremendous, and the sublime of nature. Leaving 
Boas about three miles aada hal^ on the left is Walford village ; 
pamng with the Atream you reach a horse-ferry, called Goodrich 
Hope, tool miles and a luuf from Boss. Land on the ri^ht, and 
proceed to Goodrich Castle, frowning on yon with formidable front 

' ^ 0» a stovmy nitfht laUW, ebwit ten f«H «r(hls slmelvre I^U < 
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upon a bold promontory. Of its earliest history we , 

William Mannall held it in 1204 by grant from "King John. It 



find that 
J4 by grant from ^ing John, 
afterwards became the property of tne Talbots ; by feimde descent, 
to the Qreys, of Wilton; ana by purchase, to tne late Admiral 
Griffin, of Hadnock. This is a fine remain, a stronghold of no 
common sort, and, before the use of gunpowaer, a garrison would 
defy the feeble missiles of their assailants. Many parts of this ruin 
still bear a Saxon or early Norman character ; and it was doubt- 
lessly a principal frontier post raised against the Britons by the 
Lord Marchers. A short oistance below the castle are the few 
remains of Flanesford Priory, founded in 1347^ow used as a bam. 
In Goodrich church lies the body of the Bey. Thomas Swift, yicar 
of that parish, who ^ed in 1668. There is a silyer chalice used at 
this church, presented by his grandson, the Dean of St. Patrick, in 
1726.^ In the long reach of the riyer after leaying Goodrich, you 
come in yiew of Euar Bean church on the left, and in succession 
some stone quarries on the right, with Bishop's Wood furnaces on 
the left. In the next reach on the left is Lydbrook, where there 
are some iron works, and a rail-road from the Forest colleries. 

On the right is Courtfleld. This seat is celebrated as the place 
where Heniy Y. was nursed, under the care of the Countess of 
Salisbury. The house has been rebuilt. 

Welsh Bicknor Church, near Courtfleld, is yisitedby the curious 
on account of a sepulchral effiffy, which, according to tradition, 
represents the Countess of Salisbury, nurse to Henry Y. But this, 
with more probability, appears to hayebeen the effigy of Margaret, 
daughter of Thomas de Mounthemer, and wife of Sir John de 
Monti&cute, second son of WilUam. first Earl of Salisbury. 

In the next reach, on the left, is English Bicknor, and the sub- 
lime rocks of ColdweU, eleyen miles ana a half from Ross. Parties 
generally take refreshments here ; and afterwards ascend the isthmus 
of an immense peninsulated rock, called Symond's Tate, for tilie 
sake of the most extraordinary prospects from its eleyated and stu- 
pendous summit being not less than 800 feet perpendicular ; and 
thence descend nrom its lofty neck — ^which is but 600 yards across 
in a direct Une, although the circuit of the riyer round the rock is 
four miles and a quarter — to meet the boat at New Weir, 

The ferry of Hunf s Holm next appeara. which passes oyer to 
the deUghtnil yilla^ of Whitechurcn. The trayeller who has 
neyer inspected the sinuosities of this most remarkable riyer, will 
be surprised when he is informed that, after sailing seyen miles 
from Goodrich Ferry, he is now only one mile from thence by land* 

Hunf s Holme Manor-house, an ancient seat of the Yamghaiu^ 
of Courtfield, stands on the left of the riyer. 

The parish of Whitechurch is on the opposite nde, and the 
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turapike-road from Ban to Hanmonth runs through it Biz miles 
from Boss, four from Honmouih, Inn— the Crown. 

Adjoining to this Tillage is the Great Doward, an extensiTO 
stratified limestone mountain ; and seperated from the Mil by a 
small valley is the Little DoivBrd. In the rxppajMii of this YaUey 
is a remarkable cayem, called £ing Arthnr's Uall, which has pro- 
bably been a mine, out of which some of the early bloomeries were 
supplied with iron ore, as appears by the quantity of scorias 
found here. 

There are erident remains of ancient encamrpments on these 
mountains. One on Little Doward is yenr conspicuous, hayins^ an 
entrenchment and three mnnnds of earth in uie centre. Tnese 
fortifications are noticed in Bishop Camden's "Britannica." 

Tou now arrive at New Weir (I5f miles), situate on the rights 
where the river widens, forming a gentle cascade. There is a yal- 
uable salmon-fishery here. 

After leaving New Weir, the bank on the right continues steep, 
and the woods on the left present a pleasing and highly flnidied 
assemblage of wildness and solitude. The Doward still continues 
a mostprominAnt feature on the rig^t ; at the foot of which is the 
Leys H!ouse, delightfully situate. 

Tou now arrive at Hadnock. The house has been taken down, 
and the materials sold; it was formerly the chosen retirement of 
the Uite Admiral Qriffin, and afterwards of his son, the late 
Dr. Griffin. 

Here is a small weir or ripple called Hadnock Stream. 

Passing by Dizton Church, on the right, you arrive at Mem- 
mouth, and land at Wye Bridge (nearly. twenty-one miles). 



KOVMOTTTE. 



BOUTE VL 

nunc XOKMOXTTH TO CHBP8T0W. 

TKHtownla c3uurmin^ly situate in a valley, surrounded 'by 
high hills, at the confiux of the Wye and the Monnow, It appears 
to nave been fortified with walls and a moat where it was nnidefisn* 
ded by the rivers. LeUmd says they were remaining in his tim^, 
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but dilapidated. The moat was entire, and the four gates standing; ! 
wluch he distinguished by the names of Monk's Gate, Eastern 
Gate, Wye Gate, and Monnow or Western Gate. There are now 
no yestiges of two of these. Part of two round towers which 
flanked Vie Eastern Gate ace yisible, and the Monnow Gate is yet 
standing. 

Part of the moat yet remains, passing from the back of White- 
cross street to the remains of an ancient gateway, in the street near 
the turnpike leading to Boss, and continuing thence to the Wye. 

In the time of William the Norman, there was a castle here, 
though the present (or latter) edifice is believed to haye been erected 
by John de Monmouth, from whom it was wrested by Henry III., 
on account of his adherence to the canse of the barons. The House 
of Lancaster afterwards became its proprietors; and Henry Y. 
being bom here, was hence called Harry of Monmouth. In 1646 
this oastle was taken by Cromwell. It is now in a dilapidated state ; 
yet amonethe broken walls are shown traces of the large chamber 
in which Menry Y. was bom. There is the ruin of a lam apart- 
ment adjoining, which was probably the baronial hall, anain latter 
times formed me court of assize. Other yestiges also are apparent. 
A large mansion was built on the site of the castle, and is occi^ied 
as a ladies' boarding-schooL 

The Town Hall is a handsome bnilding, but disfigured by the 
awkard statue of Henry Y. He is represented in complete armour, 
with his shield on his left arm, ana a General's truncheon in hia 
right hand. The martial attitude in which he is placed, and the 
stem animation of his countenance, seem to indicate the conqueror 
of Agincourt The Church, dedicated to St. Mary, is enerafted 
upon a Gothic church which belonged to an alien priory of Bene- 
dictine Monks, founded by Wihenoc, Lord of Monmouth, in the 
reign of Henry L, and remarkable for the beauty and height of its 
spire, though lately damaged by lightning. 

The Priory House is a residence of the Williams' family, and 
contains an apartment, whiph Leland conjectures to haye been the 
library of the celebrated Geoffrey of Momnouth (Grufydd ab Arthur), 
who was bom and educated in this town. He was Archdeacon of 
Monmouth, and was Bishop of St. Asph, in the rei^of Kii:^ 
Stephen, about the year 1161. His History was finished about 
the year 1138, and is a wonderful account of British Kuigs from 
the Trojan Bmtus the grandson of Aeneas, to the reign of Cad- 
wallader in the reign of 690. It is to Geoffirey we are mdebted for 
the achieyements of King Arthur, Merlin's propheoiea, and many of 
his speeches and letters. 

This Merlin was a British Writer who liyed about the year 
\ 480, and who wrote and made seyeral prophedes which obtained 
the greatest celebrity in the middle ages, and were intei^etad bgr 
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^ftniitwxiterf wifh TBrioiu degrees of ingenmty, but with equal 
Mtiibction and agreemexit. The following prophedes cannot how- 
erVi hat be regaraed as most remarkable incidences:— 

^But a ymmg Lion he at leagih shall tame, 
And send her empty back m>m whence she came ; 
Modi trouble sh^ be made about the crown 
And Songs soon raised, and as soon put down." 

Which is said to refer to the contest of the liyal Bosea at tht 
commenoement of the fifteenth century. The next one is a moit 
iiqgalar account of the murder of the Princes by Bichard: — 

'Trom the Herculean lion lately q^hered, 
And in his orb to Jove himself endeared, 
Shall shine two stars, without eclipse or doud,— 
But they, as to some sacred offering vowed. 
Shall perish on the altar, ere they grow 
To that fall splendour, which the world they owe. 
A hundi-back monster, who with teeth is bom 
The mockery of Art. and Katur's scorn; 
Who from tne womo preposterously is hurled 
And, with feet forward thrust into the world ; 
ShaU, from the lower earth on which he stood. 
Wade every step he mounts here deep in blood ; 
He shfdl to the neight of all his hopes aspire, 
And clothed in state his ugly shape admire : 
But when he thinks himsd/most safe to stand 
From Foreign parts a native whelp shall land, 
Who shall tbe lone divided blood unite. 
By joining of the Ked Lion with the White.** 

Ib the lubnrba is St. Thomas's Church a curious ancient struc* 
tne. The cixeular shape of the door-wm is apparently Saxon, 
but the more ancient parts are probably Briti^. The mouldings 
of the arch between the nave and the chancel, and the north door- 
way of the nave, are worthy the attention of the antiquary. 

The County Gaol, anew massive stone building, on the side of 
the Honnow, appears like an ancient castle. A free school, lecture- 
■j^, and almshouses for twenty poor persons, were founded by 
WiUiam Jones, who had been a haberdasher in London, and one 
among the fortunate number who frx>m obscurity rose to opulence 
and respectability. The Master has a house and i£ 90 per year ; 
the Usher a house and JS45 a year. In the almshouses the twenty* 
poor persona have each 8s. 6a. per week ; and the Clermnan for 
officiating, inspecting, &c., has a house and garden and «105 "get 
Tear. When we coosidear the value of money at the time of its 
snmdation, which was in the reign of James I., it will speak the 
I gBowo^ and liberty of the endower. 
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Monmouth is ra^posed to have been a Boman staUdki, tinb 
Blestiiim of Antoniniis. It is a borough, and, in conjunction nitii 
Usk and NeW{)ort| sends one member to Parluunent. It is gover- 
ned by a mayor and other officers. Itspopulation is about 5,000 
persons. The principal inns are the Beaufort Anns, tiie Kuig'A 
Head, and the Angel. 

The chief trade of this place is witk Bristol ; but there are some 
iron and tin works in the neighbourhood, and large quantities of 
oaJL bark are sent down from here annually to Chepstow, to be 
shipped for the Irish markets. A rail or tram-road connects the 
Forrest coUeries with this place. 

There are some agreeable walks in the Ticinity of Monmouth, 
particularly iu Chippenham mead, which is a principal promenade, 
enclosed by the town, the Wye, and the Monnow. to. tnis meadow 
is the race-course. On the east side of the Wye bridge is a remark* 
ably high hill, called the Kymin. At the top is a handsome payilion, 
for the accommodation of parties ; Its summit is clothed with a fine 
wood, called Beaulieu Grore. Here is a naval temple, erected to 
record the eminent victories obtained by the British fleets. This 
edifice is built upon the rid^ of a rocK, and forms a square of 
thirteen feet The fneze which is continued round it is ornamen- 
ted witi^ medallions of the most eminent British admirals, surroun- 
ded with emblematic and appropriate devices. 

About a mile from the Kymin, on the edge of a j^reeipice of 
limesume rock, is a rude fragment ef silidous grit, said to be a 
rocking stone, but in fact, the whole is immoveable and butane 
rock, as is observable from the stratification; and the form of 
the rocking stone has been given only by the abrasion of the 
weather. A few more winters and the point of rest will crumble 
away, causing the incumbent moss to go thundring down the hill 
over which it impends. As the public road is beneath we cannot 
admire the temerity which leaves such an engine of destruction in 
its present precarious position. What mythic legends and stories 
have been told of this, as a rocking stone, which assuredly, never 
rocked since the Creation. Geologically, the stone is curious, the 
form of which resembles anirreguuu* square pyramid, inverted, and 
standing upon its point or apex. Its circumference at the top is 
fifty-six feet, while the point on which it rests is only about 
three feet 

About three quarters of a mile south of Monmouth, on the old 
road to Chepstow, stands Troy House, an ancient seat of the Her- 
berts. Fart of this ancient residence is visible in a gothic gateway ; 
but thd house is of later date. The apartments contain a consider- 
able number of fiunily pictures, particularly that of Edward, Earl 
of Olamoigan, sixth Earl and second Marquis of Worcester. In the 
house-keeper's room is a curious oak chimney-piece, brought from 
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ffranted by Hile9 de BoBtu^ Jlfirl^of Q^onl, loxd of tibye fomifc of 
X)ean^ and originally: fonned part of the iraste of that foieat. 

'-■ 'Ooe^ith^rs Weir next presents itself^' .ttireb Xfuatten of a mils 
l^lotr-LLi^ogOi and on IHe ri{l^% liia.-aireet'retir^ dtoatlon, tha 
house of Captain Fleming, K'N. • - ' • 

Aoonl a mile farthet you reach firock Weir,, flieate^ 6n tho left > 
bank. Thi9'i9 a- poniilous.litti[^ village,' One puHb^onging totbo ' 
jlansb of fiewelsfifild, and.tliis other to the parisii of St 6ria7eli. 
Its inhabitants- are almost exclnsively compSiCid'of t^w^nen, who 
narigate'the Vessels -frdm^ence to' Bristol- ' Here .iJie prodboe of 
t]l^ose places which border the Wye is shipped into these trows or 
stoods, ,mbst of which would carry from forty toaieyetnty toai. HJere 
ij^ also a yard ifbjr building ships. -'t . 

* ''Brock Mf&tiB, about half wiay. to Chepatow ftom. Monmouth, . 

by water, 

* • • * • 

Leayin^ Brock Weir, the left bank of the riycp: is Drin^ with 
i flfihiek>wdody*adc]JLyity, and on ihe tighi are idjaoi^ ricK and beau- 
' tabl lii^jada: • '• ' . . 



.<* 



« / Tke.firat; object-that prete&ts itself on,cobimg' round the point 
it Clyn^eir, u Uie lime Church of Tintem Parva, afbbut 'one 
mile from Brock Weir; which,, from, its situation,, l^ a.most sin- 
gfBlar appeartoce, bmgseaiM onl^ 

It apnean most certain, .that this village wa3 the. ordinal Tin- 
tern, and to which the abh|e3[ church in the adjoining parish ia iur 
d6bted for its name ; . whidh ib'confiroicd by the account of ajbattle 
bbaying beeil fOught at Tilltern, between the British and Pagon 
^ Saxons, in thoTear 600, which^ is 531 years befbre the monastery 
i was founded. ■ Iti^ alsq^jByidei^t that th^ prince of titi^ disti^hore 
•; held U&i^soiit of goyemment, ^ its najne fully impUes. Tintem is 
'. deri'rodj5rt[mithe;Briij«^ wo^ds, p^ T^^;; the 4r8t signifies 

: a'fditresil^.ahcl the' second ^ ^yere|gn,fro]pL whence a ^py^eign's 
; fdr^te^'Or s^t.' , . ,. i 

• 

. The ySlage of Tint^ Ms, of late yean h^en , iQuch in deeay, 

. Wldoii&^biuwsl&om'tl^^^^ many ruinous buildings that jure seen 

ab(>ttt' it. ' Tlie' Sit^ df'oiie lioble castellated mansion approaches 

' dose to the water, and is called the Qreat House '; it Was formerly 

. arie8]denc8-.Qf-the famjlyr of Jading, -hayj^gbeen Inhabited by 

tl)4»D^ in thfi 16t)^ cept«j^,;PfBriiaps miieh e^lie^; This house seema 

to nhy^soffered an hoijt^e :a,ttack; , tpf^iiti^iijSiiys it* was battered 

by'tllesiAdiers'of Oliyer'Crolhwfill, from the brow of the hill OA 

the Q]n^^ nde of the mer, where there was certainly an en- 

eawpvKntk 
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JLlMvtihreeiidlesfromTiiitera, up th0 woody fale^ftiwOalMxriok; 
ai ikn township of TreUe<^ is a fine ehaljlwate vpcmf^ tA» «ii ths 
Yirtaouft Well, wluch* pienow to tho estftUuhment of the more 
fkshionable watering places, was firequentij attended by inyalids 
&r the benefit of drinking its waters ; and if its lutaes were more 
gmieraUy known, we are persuaded that many persons would at tlM 
present day repair to this fount for their health's sake. 

But having wandered through these wilds, so &x from oiOF 
course, we return again to the Wye, which here winds itself in a 
most peculiar maaner, forming the exact outline of a horse-shoe, 
and doubling the distance by umd ; it being onolj one mile from 
Brock Weir throng Caswell wood to the ferry at the abbey, and 
two miles by the wye. 

At the lower end of the Tillage of Tintem Parva, you pass oyer 
another of those impediments to the narigation of the Wye, called 
Ash Weir. Although these diminutiTe cataracts obstruct the free 
naviffation of this fine river with respect to commercial matters, 
yet mey present a most delighted and varied contrast to the smooth 
sur&ce of the intervening pools. But when the tide is in, the 
voyager will lose this interesting feature, for the water then flows 
oyer them, and makes the river appear perfectly level. 

Having passed the woir, you soon approach the noble ruin of 
Tintem Abbey, on your right, which appear with great effect from 
the river. In approaching this venerable remain, tiie steepv hills, 
the hanging wooos, the rolUng stream, the nodding ruinjr~tne sur- 
viving monuments of &llen grandeur and beau^ in decay-; tha 
opening vacancy, the stillness and retirement, ajl aid the enthu- 
siasm of the spectator, who foigets for a moment that he is con- 
nected with the busy world. Who is there that looks en this inin 
that doe9 not regret the wreck prodnoed by the rapacity of tiie ]fli£ 
Henry, under the pretence of religious zeaL 

Pursuinf the vrindings of the Wye at about half-a-mi!e team 
the ferry the ruins assume a new character. The grand view of 
the lofty east window, nearly obscured with rich and varied ibliage, 
rises like the portal ef a majestie edifice einbowered with wbod. 

The taste displayed in the situation of the Abbey is conspicuou:^ 
fev it woi;M. have been buried had the area been fiat, by the im- 
mense height of the surrounding sylvan amphitheatre, audits parts 
weulii have s^peared diminuoye ; but as it ia^ nature ana Art 
assist each. ether. The foreground is not naturally poor^ and- is' 
further gloriously enriched by the ruin. The river> afier skirting 
the AbMy ndeways, turns short to the righ^ and from hence, corn- 
mences a new character of Wye scenery ; uie leading feature ia 
jurecipice, in all its massy grandeur, reueved in places, but par- 
, taQy by wood The height is tremendous ; the aeellvitiee often 
soldi ae not to be stood npon, ooeasioBally undnni&ed by the riyer,, 
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which thus nuui nnder an arch, and the oatlines, ridgw intercep- 
ting each other, or oyer-lapoing. The winding water-coone mam 
promontories of the ahore, urBt on one aide, then on the other. 

Through the opening, and alone the yista of the church, the 
dnatera <n Ivy which twine round the pillars or han^ suspended 
from the arches, resemble tufts of trees, while the thi» mantle of 
foliage, seen through the tracery of the west window forms a con- 
tinuation of the perapective, and appears like an interminable forest. 

^'How many hearts have here rrown cold 
That sleep these mouldering stones among? 
How many beads have here been told ? 
How many matins here been sung. 

On this rude stone, by Time Ions; broke— 
I think I see some Pilgrim kneel,— 
I think I see the Censor smoke, — 
I thinki hear the solemn peaL 



But here no more soft music floats— 
Ko holy anthems chaunted now ; — 
AH huwed, except the ring-doTes notes 
Low murmuring from yon oeachen bough.' 



»» 



The left bank of the river is steep and woody, with here and 
there n projecting crag, to deversify the scene. On the right are 
ipme b^utifdl meadows. 

You pass Plumb Weir; a simular description of scenery con- 
times, and you arrive at Stow Weir. In tlus sequestered situation 
was once a public-house : its ruins stiU remain on ibe Monmouth- 
shire bank. It was inhabited about eighty years ago. Fartiber 
m the wood you perceive the new road cut tnrough the rocks of 
Black Cliff, 

^ At the upper end of the Live-Oaks estate you reach Walweir, 
with the same nand woody acclirities on the left, caUed Walweir 
Blades ; upon ue summit, singularly situate, is the seat of Captain 
Gordon, S.N. 

Descending still lower, and ncariy o|^osite the Live-Oaks turn 
hmise, you approach the small weir or stream of Hook Weir. 

The extensive range of Craggy Woodlands of Ban-y-gor now 
raises its lofty crest, and forms Uie left boundary of tldk reach, 
called Prior's Beach. 

A little lower down is another weir, named live-Oaks Troughs 
weir; which is generally considered as the half-way spot between 
Tlntem Abbey and Chepktow* 
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High on the nght towen the sablime emineiioe of WyndoUff, 
its sides Bhiouded with thick underwood, and its summit crowned 
with lofty fin. 

The Wye here takes a most fantastic sweep roand the rich and 
fertile hanuet of Llancant, passing over a smiul weir, called Wal- 
ter's Weir. On your right are Piercefield Cliffs. 

In these clifis. just before you arrive at Llancaut Church, are 
tweive large projecting rocks, which the persons nayigtiting the 
Wye have dignified as the Twelve Apostles; and a thirteenth 
standing in the same row, having a slender stone about five feet 
in heignt upon its summit is called Saint Peter's Thumb. These 
rocks resemble the bastions of a castle, and return a surprising 
reYer]>eration of sound. 

The peninsula of Llancaut contains two farms, forming a 
tithing 01 the extensive parish of Tidenham, Gloucestershire, and 
adjoins Tidenham Chase, lately enclosed. Its little church appears 
upon the brow, a few yards from the river. If the traveller hmds 
here he will meet witn ample recompense, in viewing the exqui- 
sitely beautiful peninsula; it comprises a circumference of about 
two miles ; in approaching which, ne will mark the softened in- 
terruption to the grand and mafirnillcent objects which are cons- 
tantly presenting themselves to his eye, in nis passage from Tin- 
tern, — of the perpendicular and stupendous precipices, sometimes 
TLaked and sometimes clothed with the richest verdure. 

The Wye almost encircles this scene, in one or other part 
of which the surrounding mountains reflect their gloomy shades, 
which makes it peculiany impressive. The rich verdure of the 
meadows, sloping from the hiUs to the waters edge, dotted with 
flocks of sheep, hanging 6v«irywhere^ on its green steeps. On the 
undergrounds n^rds of cattle browsing in silent melancholy, some 
laving in the water, others retiring to sheltered banks. The tufted 
woods so closely set together, as to invite to meditation in looking 
on them ; the rocks, here and there starting in continual ornament, 
with the steepy paths through which the cattle trace their course. 
These are all objects which catch and detain involuntary attention, 
and rivet yeu almost to the spot. 

In the opposite mead, on the right, the Wye has made a most 
singular excavation, called Wye's Creek. Here is also a small weir, 
named Chit Weir. 

At the lower extremity of this hamlet the river takes a sharp 
tozn to the righL and suddenly displays the extensive reach of 
Long Hope, bounded by the stupendous white clifls of Llancaut, on 
the teft, and the beautirol groves which form the walks of Pierce- 
field on the right. 

Below these cliiSi, a short distance from where the line of can* 
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tmnity u broken, is a paa beiweot tke rocks, called Hm Timber 
Slioot It IB said that tbe great royaliBt, Sir John Winter, of Lyd- 
ney, rode down this dediTitv when pursued by CromweU's trocms 
over Tidenham Chase; and it being at that time hi^ water, ne 
crossed oyer, by means of a small boat, into Honmoutfashire, asid 
thus miraculooBly escaped. 

Ab you advance toward the bend of the riyer, the ruins of 
Cheustow Castle, rising firom the perpendicular rock on its very 
brink, are displayed to the trayeUer, and brings to mind the 
following Apostrophe in the person of Tme, as ap propriate la 
eontemplEitiiig them :^- 

«My name is Time /— 
TimetiieDESTBOTEBI yes, one frown from nM 
Kifled yon tower : yet, ere tne rain fell 
Ipausra! and left it hanging as thou seest 
To pufcle reasoning reptiks like thyiell 
Once more this Teneraole yictim view 
Stupendous Gelhi crumbling into dust ! 
Who reared this mighty fSabric? prytheeask 
The sculptured stone or legendary tale ; 
Yet these are languid efforts of my arm- 
Where are the boasted Bal^lonish walls, 
Palmira's temple, Balbecs ceoxeeous domes? 
Egypts proud Pyramids, wnenl command 
Stoop to their base; the pillats of the earth 
Shall shake ; the sun and all the host of heaven 
Reel from their spheres and nature breathe her last; 
And yet, Oh horror ! 'tis decreed by fate 
That I must fScdl, — ^'tis registered in heaven 
That Tune ihaU ie no more. Absorbed and lost 
In that wide vortex which I dread to name 
Eternity! a sea without a shore ! 
Tremble not mortal at the vast abyss. 
By me befriended, fear not thoa my foe, 
My death to thee is life, inunortal life, 
Joy witliout measure, and glory without end." 

The traveller may land at the Packet Slip, or if he prefers it, 
may sail to the lower slip on the Back, after having pextormed a 
voyage, according to the best calculation^ of nearly for^ miles from 
Ross to Chepstow, 
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BEAUFORT jiaiJARE, 

CHEPSTO W. 



ROBEET TATLOB, 

Printer, BookseUer, Stationer, and 

News Agent. 

PUBLISHER OF THE 

HilllSTtAfii €11 



TO THB 



BAlVKSt of tbe li¥irE; 






of the Neigrhbourhood, includii^ TDTTEBN ABBEY, 
CHEPSTOW CASTLE, The WYNDCLIFF, DOUBLE 
VIEW, KAOLAin) CASTLE, &c. 



PATENT ACCOUNT BOOKS. 

BIBLES & PRAYERS 

IN PLAIN AKD ELEGANT BINDINGS. 



BOOSBINDING. 
COPPER PLATE ENGRAVING. 

NEW MUSK) & MUSIC BOOKS. 

H CEftneral ISlssortintnt of ^erfttmtrQfrom t^e mostalebtKttTi 
IConlron antr ^^arisian 1|oude8. 

Agbnt forHoBNiMAN & Go's. PURE UNCOLOURED TEAS 
and Dv Babry'b Bevalenta Arabica Food. . 
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Advertisements — Chepstow, 



WARD'S 

Beaufort Arms Hotel, 

FAMILY BOARDING, COMMERCIAL & POSTING HOUSE, 

CHEPSTOir. 

GENTLEMEN and FAMILIES visiting the Town and 
Neighbourhood of CHEI'STOW, wiU find the situation of 
this Hotel open and airy, the house replete with every 
comfort, and near to the South Wales Kailway Station* 

Coaclies to Uomnonth pass by the Boor. 

Carriages in variety, and Post Horses, always in attendance 
at the Railway Station, to convey Parties to Wyndcliff, 
Tintem Abbey, Bagland Castle, the Double View, and other 
places of interest in this delightful neighbourhood. 

J. "WARD wiU feel oblidged to any Persons who may Hndly 
patronise his Establiehnicnt, to favour him with & linp 
8pecif3dng their wishes, which shall be immediately attended to. 

An OMNIBUS in attendance on the Arrival of each Train, 
and the Bristol and Chepstow Steam-Packet Daily. 



CHEPSTOW. 

The "GEORGE" FamUy 
and Commercial Hotel, 

POSTING ESTABLISHMENT. 
J. P. JAMES, 

BEGS to announce to Parties visiting this delightful Neigh- 
bourhood, that they will find this Hotel replete with every 
accommodation and comfort, combined with moderate charges. 

The House is situated at tho upper end of the town, and 
is wiUiin five minutes' walk of the Railway Station, and on the 
road leading to the Castle and Tintem Abbey. 

OMNIBUSES and other CARRIAGES, from this Hotel, 
await the arrival of every Train at the Station, for tho con- 
veyance of Parties to Ragland, Wynddiff, Tintem, &c. 

COACHES to Boss and Monmouth. 
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BEAUFORT SQUARE, 



t^m 



CHEPSTOW. 

Begs leave most respectfully to offer her assurance tliat 
every Article shall be of the^ first quality, at the lowest 
price, and to prevent mistakes, properly Labelled previous 
to leaving the Shop ; every Drug and Chemical Preparation 
scientifically prepared, as directed in the respective Pharma- 
copoeias of the London, Dublin, and Edinburgh Royal College 
of Physicians. 
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Physicians* and Surgeons' Prescriptions and 

Family Eecipes dispensed with the greatest 

attention to accuracy and neatness. 

PATENT MEDICINES, ASSORTED PERFUMES, 
FANCY SOAPS, BRUSHES and COMBS of every 

description, 

German and Malvern Seltzer Waters, Lemonade, and 
Soda Water, trom the most reputable Houses. 

Da. Db Jongh's Light Brown Cod Ltveb Oil. 



HOBSE AND CATTLE UEDICIKE8. 

Gartrrn aidt ot^rr S^cttrs in great OarUtp. 
CioABs, FusEBS, Vesuvians, and Wax Vestas. 



For the Celebrated China Tea Company's Teas, 

and Cassell's Coffees. 
Flub and «»tber Saaeeii. 



Advertisements — Chepstow. 



Igriraltal k Cnmmtrncl Sun, 

HIHCnS HEAB, ITBIiSH ST., 

On' flie Bold to TanExs Abbbt, and 'Wthiiclitp. 

Tflilaii BiinilUli bft^ XUfnt^rai* at molinau ^tOitM. 

Well ftir'd Beds, and good Stabling. 



iiiri itii. 

UPPER CHURCH ST., CHEPSTOW. 
Home^Hiiulr tSa, Cofiu, 

au, » SSUai, 

TBtn, IPoRtT, l« snii Sgop 

tec. \f lionet. 

W I UI_1 AJ\/l_JHOJL L A ND. 

TTEit AIRED BEDS. 



MR. R. WAUGH, 

PIANO-FORTE TUAER, HUSIC SEUER &c 

MONMOUTH, 

Attends Chspitow every tilteraate Honth. 

Address— J''"- Sowell'» Sl. iiar^i street. 



Jofin Barber, 

f &II.M lii IMCM. 

AfOOB STREET, 
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Mr. Tbomas ITarnold, 



Surgeon & Mechanical Dentist 

Respectfully acqttaints his Friends^ and the Gentry and In- 
habitants generally of Chepstow and Vicinity^ that he 

Practises as a 

RESIDENT DENTIST; 
AT HIGH STREET, CHEPSTOW, 

"WTiere he may be consulled from 10 till 6 on all diseases of 
the Teeth and Gums, the irregularities of Children,8 Teeth, 
consequent on second Dentition, and the supply of Arti- 
ficial Teeth of eveiy description. 

Mb. Y. have been brought up to the Medical Profession, 
has devoted himself for many years past exclusively to 
this branch of it. Patients may rely on having the first 
Surgical skill in Dent^ operations, — a position which his 
Surgical education warrants him in maintaining. 

The important and highly-valuable improvements so success- 
fully adopted by him in the construction and attachment 
of Artifical Teeth, enable him to guarantee to his patients 
the following advantages,— great durability, perfect natural 
appearance, accurate adaptation, without visible fastenings 
or any painful pressure. 

Singh Tooth, 6s, — Single Tooth on Palladium, lOs, 6d. 
Ditto on Silver or Platina Plate, lOs, 6d, — Complete Sets on 
do., firm £7 to £9. — Single Tooth on Pure Gold Plate, 
£1. — Complete Set, from £15 to £20. — Ihoth filled with 
Gold, 68, to 109.; with Platina, 2s, 6d, to 6s,; with Amalgam, 
Is, to Is, M.'^The Teeth Scaled ^ beautifully Enamelled, 2s, 
to 10s, 6d, 
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HOBM IlVK, li¥EIiSH liTBBKT, 

CHEPSTOW. 

IPDIBIBII'BH WHJflBS AT!® ©f miHPS, 
LEAMONADE AND SODA WATER, 

Bottled Beer and Porter. 

Visitors to Chepstow will fiad comfortable ac- 
commodation at this House, which is situate 
in a pleasant part of the Town, near the 
Castle, and on the road to Tiutern. 

BRiBGfi inrnr, cnspsToiBr. 

PHILIP FISHER. 

iEtrat astfnes antr Spirits, l^ome ISrefoctr %U anH Uttx, 

GUINESS'S EXTRA STOUT, 

cider and perry. 
An Ordinary on Market Days at 1 o'clock. 

Visitors and Trayellers hy Steam-Packet or Railway, will find 
in tiie above House, respectable accommodation, with well air'd 

Beds. 

CABBIAOES AND FITS 

alwoys in readiness to convey parties to Tintem Abbey and 

Wyndcliff. 

PLEASURE BOATS to TINTEM ABBEY. 

WILLIAM JAMES, 

WYE HOUSE, near the PACKET SLIP, 

PROPRIETOR. 
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WILLIAM GODWIN, 

TASli®^ ASH IHAPSE^ 

SAINT MARY'S STREET, 

€B[£P)iT01i¥. 



BLACK BOCK HOTEL, 
By A. TOWNSEND. 



This healthy and delightfully romantic spot, renders it 
a desirahle visiting place for families during the summer 
months, being seated on the banks of the Seyem, and 
within a few minutes walk of the Portskewitt Station, on 
the South Wales Kailway. 

Private Lodging on reasonable terms. 



miKDiHAmiii) iEiAmmiis(DHp 

Plercefield Inn, & Boarding: 

House, 

SAINT ARYANS. 

Tw> mUs from CHEPSTOW, One from the 

WTNDCLIFF, and Three from 

TIN TERN ABBEY. 




<At<tf vx ^wtgtt ^ttt^$ ax^ ^1>Wf^ 



B. H. — Begs to intimate that Families visiting the Neigh- 
bourhood, would meet with every Comfort at his Establish- 
ment, combined with economy. 

CARRIAGES LET ON HIRE. 

" ' I ■ ■ ■ ■ I I I ■ II ■' '■ i.^ I 111 1 .11 ■ ■ I ■■ 
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I^nqol Cliftan Ijra, 33atli0, ' 



AND 



REFRESHMENT ROOMS, 

AT THE FOOT OP ST. VINCENT'S BOCKS, 



#^^^/WWW«^^MA^^ 



HOT, COLD, SHOWER, DOUCHE, VAPOUR, SULPHUR, 
MERCURIAL, and all other BATHS, ALWAYS READY. 



A large, covered, TEPID SWUSXnSQ BATE. 

Guide Booktf Viewsy Maps, and MinneraU of the Neighbour- 
hood. J'ames Bolton^ 

Proprietor & House Agenl 



KEBBT ARMS HOTEL, 

JHEREFORI>. 

— ojo 

WISILIL AQmiBlI!) IBIBIDSp 

AND EVEEY 

Aeeommodation for Tourists & Otbers. 

— ojo 

Wm k Ifiritenf % IfBt (tnliii). 

OOOB <ITABI<IIirO. 



*^^>^^>^^^#V^^^^^^^^^^VM^W^M^^M* 



^ N.B. — ^The above Hotel is situated within about three 
xninutea' walk of the joint Station of the Great WiBstem 
and Shrewsburj Railways. 
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irmiBiDiBmiKDK is^HsiesAHiDiBm iduhm. 

Family, Dispensing, and Mannfactnring 

Chemist, 

Having been many years established in OXFORD STREET, 
LONDON, and also principal assistant in many of the 
Leading Houses in LONDON, considers his experience a 
sufficient guarantee for the manner in which his Business is 
conducted, and best security for the Genuineness of his Drugs 
and Medicines, all of which are thoroughly Examined or 
Analyzed before sold or made use of. 

The greatest care is manifested in compounding Prescrip- 
tions by him personally, and also no one but qualiHed Assist- 
ants are entrusted to the serious responsibility encumbent 
upon the retailers of Drugs or Compounders of Medicine; 
these advantages combined with moderate charges, will he 
trusts, ensure for him a continuance of that most liberal and 
flattering support so many years enjoyed by the late Propri- 
etor of this Old Established Business. 

E STJSuSHEma 

French & English Perfumes, & all fancy articles usually sold by Chemists. 

DUNN'S Dandelion, Camomile, and Bhnbarb 
Pills;— an effectual cnre of Indigestion, and all 
Stomacb Complaints and Liver ASections. 

DUNN'S Congh Lozenges ;— a certain and spee- 
dy cnre for Coughs, Colds, Hoarseness, wnee- 
sings, Shortness of Breath, Dryness or uneasi- 
ness of the Throat, Hooping-Cough, and all 

affections of the Chest and Lungs. 

(Next Door to the GEORGE HOTEL) 

MOOR STREET, CHEPSTOW. 

DOWLE and STEPHENS, 

HOUSE AND ESTATE AGENTS, 

ROSS, CHEPSTOW, AND VSK. 
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& PORTER MERCHANT, 
BKIDGE STREET, 



tbB celebrated India and Burton Ales, 
Dublin Porter, in Casks and Bottles. 

ORGANIST AND PROFESSOR OF MUSIC. 

Infonns the Gentry, Clergy, Inhabitants of Chepstow 
and its YicinitT, he will be happy to give lessons on the Harp, 
Piano-forte, Flute, Guitar, Harmonium, Concertina, Singing, 
Thorough Bass, &c. — and respectfully solicits their patronage. 

Hr. R's connection with the leading Musical Establish- 
ments in London enables him to procure Harps, Piano-fortes, 
and Musical Instruments of every and the best description with 
latest improvements &c., from all the eminent makers at 

reduoea prices. 

Fiano^fortes, &e. bonglit or exchauced, the best 

Roman, Anglo-Boman, and English, Harp, 

Onitar, and Violin stnjSgs. 

THE NEWEST AND ANT MUSICAL PUBLI0ATI0N8 SUPPLIED, 
Welsh Street, CQiepstow. 



ttmmm 



W. G. MARTIN. 

AVCTIOMliEIt AMB APPBAIfililfc, 

HIGH STREET, CHEPSTOW. 



Gonaal Dealer, &o. 



^Ivrtbi 
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GLASS SEL£EB, 

TILER AND PLASTEEEE, 

PAPER HAJreUR, 4cc. 

MOOE STREET, CHEPSTOW. 



S8TABLI8HEP IN 1817* 



All kinds of Glass Tiles and Slates; Wire 
Lattice^ of every description, made to Order. 

THOMAS PARRY, 
POSTMASTEE, 

BRIDeK fITREET, CHEPSTOW^. 



«AA«^^^k^^^^PM^^^^^^k^^^^W^^^^^^M 



CARRIAGES await the arrival of every Train at the 
Station, and of the Bristol and Chepstow Steam-Paeket, Daily, 
to convey Parties to Wynddiff, Tintem Abbey, Ragland, &c. 



WILLIAM MILLS, 

lngtl Cnmmemal Intel, 

MONMOUTH. 



HmrES AND SPIEITS, HOME BEEWD BBEE, *o. 

Vost lloms, ^Bs, Sign, taia SMIhs. 



I 



MILLS'S WTE COACH, to and from CHEPSTOW 

daily, along the Valley of the Wye^ through Uandogo 
and Tintem, passing Wyndcliff and Pieroefield. 



^w* 



1 
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PH'ILIP JONES, 



CARRIAGES from this House in attendance* at the 
Railway Station on the arrival of each Train, and the Bristol 
and Chepstow Steam-Packet, Daily, to convey Parties to 
Wynddiff, Tintem Abbey, and other places of interest 



MOSS COTTAGE, 



VlSdCI. 



JUST PUBLISHED, 

A very effective VIEW of the above sold 

at the ** Cottage", where also may be had all 

the other VIEWS of the Neighbourhood. 



ROBERT TAYLOR, 
BEAUFORT SQUARE, CHEPSTOW. 

Respectfully invites the attention of Visitors, to his Stock 
of Fresh and Genuine Perfumery, consisting of 

JEAN MABIE FARINA, EATT DE COLOGNE, 

Warranted as Imported; The Celebrated WORCESTER 

SHAVING SOAP, and all other Proprietary Articles 

connected with the above Traide. 

l|air, ^ooih iSKail, antr o^cx HBrtts^ts, 
TORTOISE-SHELL, SIDE, AND OTHER COMBS, &o. 



»- ■ » 
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THK BAWKS OF THE ITYE. 






TOURISTS and FAMILIES traveUing to and from SOUTH 

WALES will find very Superior Accommodation, combined 

with Moderate Charges, at 

Barrett's Boyal Hotel, 

BOSS, HSBBFOBDSHIBE, 

Aclfoina the far-famed **Man of Rosa Prospect" and com- 
manding extensive Views of the Wye^ and its 
enchanting Scenery, 

It is within a conyenient distance of Goodrich Coxtbt 
and Castlb— Symond's Yat—Tintbbn Abbey — ^Wtndcliff — 

Baoland Castle, &c, 

f^err Is txuUtvt £i&iinQy free from coarse, close to t^e 

^oton. 

FAMILIES BOARDED for LONG or SHORT PERIODS. 

Posting in all its Branches. 

PLEASURE BOATS FOB EXCUBSIONS ON THE WYE. 

FLYS & OMNIBTrSES MEET EVEBY TBADT. 

Boss is "The Gate of the Wye." and for the beauty and 
variety of the scenery on its banks there is no river in England 
at all comparable with it ; nor do we believe (notwithstanding 
the superiority of some of them in point of size) that there is a 
single river on the Continent of Europe that can boast such 
scenes of grandeur, gracefulness, and pastoral beauty. Its 
romantic beauties, whether where it glides majestically along 
the rich plains of Herefordshire — through orchards, meadows, 
cornfields, and villages — or, deep in its channel, runs between 
loft;y rocks, clothed with hanging woods, and crowned at inter- 
vals with antique ruins of castellated and monastic edifices, 
yielding a panoramic succession of exquisite landscapes, have 
furnished many subjects for the poet and the painter, and can- 
not £ul to charm every lover of nature. 
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TAYLOR'S 

ULUSTBATED GUIDE, 

Can be obtained in the ABBEY; Tintem, 
also all the VIEWS of the Neighbourhood. 

STEREOSCOPES. 



jtf\ru'wv » rw*wyfc"*" i^^ » ^ ^ * ^i^^ m m *^^^ * - 



TOURISTSf ▼iaiting TINTERN ABBEY, 
CHEPSTOW, WYNDCLIFF, CALDECOT, snd the 
Various beauties of tiie Neighboadiood; Are req^eotfoBy 
inyited to inspect at 

BOOK AND PRINTSELLER, 

BEAUFORT SQUARE, 

▲ OHOIGB BBXJECnOK OF 

8XCR£08C0PI€ TIEITS, 

CaamriiJV «{ INIEBIOB urn EXTEKIQS Visira of 

CHEPSTOW CASTIE, IDTTEBIir ABBEY, 
CALDECOT CASTLE, 

BifiLilVD €A8TLE, THE WTHDCUFF, &e. 

8TBBE0SCOPES from Two ShiUings and Sizpenoe. 



RICHARD POWLE, 

BOOKSELLEB, STATIONEB^ PBOTSELLEB, 

BOOKBINDEE AND PRINTER, 
MAN OF ROSS HOUSE, HIGH STREET, ROSS, 

NEW MUSIC AND MUSICAL INSTBUMENTS. FIANO-FOETES 

FOB HIBB. 

Gbnbbal NBWflpAPBK Agbnct. Agbnt fob thb Hb&bfobd Jouknal 
GENUINE PATENT MEDICINES. 

Views of the Wye, and Guide Books. 

N.B. — The house inhabited by B. Fowlb, is the veritable honse in 
which the far-famed John Ktrlb, the *' Man of Boss,*' lived and died. 



Every Tlmrsday Homing, price One Fenny, 

THE MAN OF ROSS, 

Weekly Newspaper and General 

ADVEBTISEB, 

For Ross, Newent, Ledbiuy, Monmouth, Mitcheldean, Ruar- 
dean, Lidbrook, add stuTOimding neighbourhood, contains 
Twenty dosdy piinted columns of Local and General Intelligence 

AdvertiserS — Plecue note this Paper has the 'LkSJSBSi CXB- 
CULATION of any published in the immediate district. 

On the First of every Month, price One Penny, 
THK MAS OF BOSS MISCEIili AST 

,AND LOCAL ADVERTISER, 

contains Twelve Pages, or Thirty-nine Columns, of TTsefnl and 
•Entertaining Matter, witii beautiful lUustrations, forming 000 
o| tJie BBBT and cheapest periodicals ever publiflihed. 



*^^^0t^0^^^^^^0*i0^^^m 



Piinted and Published by J, W. F. Coxjvbelx^ 
Mabeei Plage, Boss. 

Agent for Taylor's ninstrated Onide to the Wye. 
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APARTMENTS. 

mJBBlDAIiE VIIiliA, 

WELSH ST., CHEPSTOWj 

PLEASANTLY SITUATED ON THE EOAD TO 

WYND CLIFF, 

TTnder tlie Snperintendanoe of Mrs. SOULS, 



Who will make the comfort of Ladies and Gentlemen, 
favoring her with their Patronage, her chief care and study. 

MRS. JAMES SMITH €LAME, 

Snafaing K l^nbging imst Ettpr, 

No. 5, MO UNT PLEASANT. 

FURNISHED APARTMENTS, 

AT 

va 2, Koinrr pleasant, 





(§mml ^rititxng cDffire. 







ROBERT TAYLOE 

PRINTER, BOOKSELLER 

BEAUFORT SQ^^^Re,* 
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